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An Historical View of the First 
Planters of New England. 


No. XVIII. 
(Continued from p. 51.) 


UR last Number commen- 
ced a series of Remarks, 
which are believed to be neces- 
sary for the proper illustration 
au conclusion of this subject. 
We now proceed to observe— 
4. The religious character of 
the New Englind Fsthers de- 
serves, in this place, a particular 
consideration. Their religious 
sentiments and practice m: Ke « 
very essential part of their cha- 
ricler—they constitute a subiect 
on which much has been said, 
and much without due examina- 


tion. Nothing will now be of-! 
| tain church, in the early period 


fered except whatisderived from 
unquestionable authority. It has 
already been shown that the en- 
joyment of gospel privileges, and 
the advancement of the interests 
of the Redeemer, was the prima- 
ry object of the settlement of N. 
England. Their great design 
Was, us we have often observed, 
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to form a christian Community. 
Inthe formationand government 
of theirchurches,the wordof God 
was their only rule. And with- 
out regarding human precedents, 
or any practices to which they 
had been accustomed, they regu- 
lated their churches, se far as 
they understood the sacred ora- 
cles, by that divine standard.— 
SLill, they recognized the princi- 
ples of civil government, as the 
only proper basis of human soci- 
ety, and held sacred the long-es- 
tablished maxims of civil liberty 
and law. ‘To these principles, 
they consigned all their political 
regulations, keeping ever in view 
those precepts of civil policy 
which are found in the word of 
God. The principle of a com- 
munity of properly, which pre- 
vailed for a season in the Chris- 


of the apostolic age, was never 
acknowledged by the colonists of 
New England. ‘The small com- 
pany which commenced the set- 
tlement of Plymouth, at first,had 
the greater part of their property 
in a public stock. But os soon 
as they considered themselves 
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settled, they proceeded to a di- 
vision, according to their respec- 
tive claims. 
The order of church govern- 
ment,in which the New Exgland 
churches were founded, was coi- 
gregational. They believed that 
a single church, composed of a 
nuinber of individuals. united to 
gether by covenant eng: gements 
to observe the precepts and ordi- 
nances of Christ, had received 
from him all due authority for 
the enjoyment of iis ordinances, 
and for the gov:rament of his 
house. ‘They held that the ad- 
ministration of discipline ought 
to be exercised immediately by 
the officers of the church. but by 
the authority of the church resi- 
ding isi the members. They con- 
| sidered it very desirable that a 
i | church should enjoy two minis- 
tcrs, a pastor and a teacher. The 
forme: to labor with his people 
in admonition, exhortation, and 
counsel; the jatter to explain, 
vindicate, aud enforce the doc- 
trines of divine truth. A ruling 
elder was held by them to be a 
proper church officer, who was 
to assist the minister or ministers 
in the duties of discipline—-to 
take a lead in the church on the 
various occasions which called 
for their particular deliberations, 
and, in the want of a minister, to 
perform the duties of divine ser- 
vice. In some instances, the ru- 
ling elder was a preacher. Such 
was Mr. Brewster, the venerable 
| elder of the church of Plymouth, 
who, with great faithfulness and 
4 ability, performed the duties of a 
pastor in that church, for many 
years. With regard to the com- 
munion of the churches, person- 
al religion, consisting in a degree 
of conformity of heart and cha- 
racter to the precepts of the gos- 
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pel, was considered an indispen- 
sable qualification. If the cir. 
cumstances of the candidates ren. 
dered it suitable, they chose to 
have a relation of their religious 
cxercises and Views, 1n presence 
of the church ; if otherwise, an 
examination by the officersot the 
church was deemed sufi.cieut.— 
The respective chureties were ge. 
nerally united iv a very solemn 
covenant, in which: the members 
dedicated themselves to God, to 


lore another, and to the service 


of the gospel of Christ. It was 
a frequent practice with the 
churches to renew their cove- 
nart; on which occasions, all 
the members renewed their enx- 
gagements to be the Lord’s, in 
the same minner as when first 





admitted to the number of his 
| visible people. In the year 1676, 
| all the churches in the Plymouth 
colony, at the desire of the Ge- 
neral Court, with great solemuni- 
ty, on a day of public humilia- 
tion,renewed their covenant with 
God and with one another. The 
same was done repeatedly, by 
most of the churches in the dif- 
ferent colonies. This transac- 
tion, in several instances, was at- 
tended with the signal approba- 
tion of Heaven, in public bles- 
sings, and in the special mani- 
| festations of divine grace. The 
general Synod held at Boston in 
| 1679, in answer to the question, 
“ What is to be done that the 
evils which have provoked the 
divine judgments upon the colo- 
nies may be reformed ?” a gene- 
ral renewal of covenant by the 
churches was particularly recom- 
mended. These were occasions 
of the most imposing solemnity, 
and tended, not less, to impress 











every heholder with the high re- 
spousibility of the Christian stan- 
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ding, than to awaken the profes- 
sor to repentance, humility, and 
a steadfast fidelity in the service 
of his Lord. 

Fasting was a practice, for 
which the fathers of New Eng- 
land were much distinguished. 
Of this, there were three ditfer- 
ent kinds. Public fasts. appoint- 
ed by the civil authority, and 
obser ed by all the congregations 
in a colony; particular fasts, in 
which an ind'vidual congrega- 
tion or church united in the ser- 
vice : and private fasts of iadi- 
vidual Christians. Their pub- 
lic fasts were cbserved annually, 
according to our present practice, 
and on all occxzsions of the spe- 
cial frowns of divine Providence. 
They knew that all the judg- 
ments of a righteous heaven are 
in consequence of sin: aud in 
the day of divine displeasure. 
they sought to bumble them- 
selves before God, to coniess 
public and individual transgress- 
ions, to implore his pardoning 
mercy, and a gracious return of 
his benignant smiles. In times 
of approaching and existing war 
of prevailing pestilence, of a ge- 
neral scarcity of bread, of unfa- 
vorable seasons, of drought, of 
public divisions and contentions, 


of the active efforts of enemies. 


whereby the general welfare was 
endangered—they proclaimed a 
fast, wept and kneeled before 
God. Individual churches and 
societies, in cases of local calam- 
ities, of losses, afflictions, and 


dangers, would unitedly humble . 
themselves before the MostHigh, ' 


with prayer and fasting. When 
any particular divisions existed 
in achurch or society,they would 
usually agree together to ask 
counsel and help from on high. 
Churches and congregations that 





were destitute of the stated gos- 
pel ministrations, especially if 
long destitute and disappointed 
in their prospects, felt it peculiar- 
ly incumbent on them to fast and 
pray. Churches frequently ob- 
served a fast preparatory to the 
Lord’s Supper. IndividuaiChris- 
tians, so far as we know the best 
part of their lives, were much in 
the duty of fasting. Some would 
observe a fast with their fami- 
lies. But the more common 
practice was to perform this ser- 
Vice in secret. Soine of the more 
eminently pious character: ob- 
served private fasts periodicaily, 
some, monthly, and others, still 
more frequently ; and on these 
occasions,they endeavored to lay 
aside their ordinary employments 
for the day. To what degree of 
ehstinence they usually proceed- 
ed in their fasts, I have not been 
abic, precisely, to learv ; but this 
was considered an essential part 
of the service. 

The Planters of New-England 
were very attentive to a sacred 
observance ofthe Sabbath. ‘The 
morality and perpetual obligation 
of the Sabbath became one of the 
principal subjects of difference 
between the puritans and their 
opposers in England, previous to 
the emigrations to Americaa— 
This subject was carried to such 
an extent, that a solemn obsery- 
ance of the Lord’s day became 
a distinctive characteristic of a 
puritan. They considered that 
all who loved Christ must love 
his holy day, and that a faithful 
observance of his Sabbath, is in- 
dispensably necessary tothe main- 
tenance of the life of religion in 
the hearts of his people. They 
well knew also, that the religion 
and morals of any community 
will generally be graduated by 
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the observance of the Sabbath. 
They felt therefore that it was 
of the first importance to use ev- 
ery exertion to maintain the sa- 
cred observation of the day, as 
emine:tly, the day of the Lord. 
This dvty was ealorced with 
great energy by the example of 
the ost conspicuous characters; 
it was earnestly inculcated from 
the word of God in public 
and private iastruction ; it was 
firmly enforced by public law. 
When the detached company 
from the first ship, sent to look a 
pi .ce tor their settlement, enter- 
ed the harbour of Plymouth, they 
were unable to accomplish their 
object previous to the Sabbath. 
On the arrivei of that day, they 
suspended their operations. land- 
ed upon a smuil island, and sol- 
em iized the Lord’s d:y. In the 

expedition of the Comneciicut 

troops against the Pequod In- 

diaus, the little army having ar- 

rived in the Narraganset coun- 

try on Saturday, rested till the 

| following Monday to devote the 

bee S:bhath to ilim who cl cims it as 
hisown. As that was a case in 

which despatch was of the ut- 

' most importance, human wisdom 
would censure this measure ; 
yet no expedition was ever more 

| successful. The 

re which these pious fathers gener- 
aliy spent the Sabbath was in 

publie worship, in family in- 

structions and prayer, in search- 

ing the seriptures, and in secret 

retirement. ‘The instruction of 

\ their families in divine things 
ji was considered a very special 
part of the duties of the Lord’s 
dav. They begin the Sabbath 
ov Saturday evening; w Il know- 
i q ing that all the authority thot we 
have reavecting the time of its 
commencement, directs us to 
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that period. Of this practice, 
|Mr. Cotton published an able 
| vindication. 

Catechetical instruction was con 
sidered by our ancestors to be of 
primary importance. This mode 
of instruction was much practis. 
ed, in various ways. In family 
visits. the ministers would fre- 
quently catechize the whole fam- 
ily, proposing questions to the 
several members, accordinz to 
their respective capacity. This 
mode of instruction was adopted 
sometimes with the churches; 
in which case, meetings of the 
members were held for that pur- 
pose. ‘The catechizing of chil- 
dren and youth was considered 
an object of the first importance, 
This was attended in families, 
in schools, and in public. at 
times particularly appointed for 
the purpose. In some places a 
part of the intermission of pub- 
lic worship on the Sabbath was 
employed in catechizing the 
children. This was done by the 
pastor, or by the ruling elder or 
deacons of the church. The 
Assembly of Divines’ Cate- 
chism, published ia 1645, did not 
come into general use till near 
the close of that century. Pre- 
vious to this, the catechism 
most in use was one composed by 
the eminent Mr. William Per- 
kins.—In connection with this 
part of the subject, it may be 
added, religious family visits 
were considered an essenti! part 
of public instruction. These 
were much attended to by the 
ministers, and were found to be 
highly beneficial. It was com- 
mon for the minister to be atten- 
ded by the elder or a deacon of 
the church. Where there were 








| two m‘nisters, v’-'ting was 2 ma- 
terial art of the duty of the 














1815. ] 


pastor ; if the church hed but 
ene minister, the ruling elder 
was often employed in visiting, 
without the assistance of the pas- 
tor. The object of these visits 
was to communicate religious in- 
struction, to preserve the people 
from errors and vice, to impress 
them with the importance of di- 
vine institutions, and to main-— 
tain the harmony of societics | 
and churches. 

Meetings for Christian confer- | 
ence were esteemed by the foun- 
ders of our churches highly con- 
ducive to the promotion of vital 
religion. ‘These were much at- 
tended in most of the towns, on 
ordinary and extraordinary oc- 
casions. On occasions of any 
special calamity or danger, they 
were attended with more earn- 
estness and frequency ; but on 
ordinary occasions they were of- 
ten held, for the purpose of pray- 
er aid praise, to confer on the 
more important truths of practic- 
al religion, and to seek instruction 
from the word of God. by these 
means, experimental religion 
was preserved glowing in the 
hearts of Christians, a spirit of 
prayer was maintained and in- 
vigorated in the breasts of those 
that loved the mercy-seat. and 
enquiring siuners had a resort 








congenial to their wounded 
souls. Sixty years after the set- 
tlement of the colonies, a writer 
observes, “ The country still is 
full of those little meetings.” 
This pious people considered 
singing of praise an essential 
part of divine worship. This 
was much practised in their re- 
ligious meetings, public and pri- 
vate. The version of the Psalms 
first used was Ainsworth’s ; after 
which, they used one calle! the 
New England Psalm Book.— 
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This version was made, I believe 
principally, by Mr. Cotton. It 
was common for the minister to 
expound a little upon the psalm, 
before the singing. Some con- 
gregalions sang the psalms in 
course. ‘The whole cougregation 
were supposed to join in this part 
of the worship, but those who 
sang were expected to be furnish- 
ed with books. ‘The practice of 
reading the line was not introau- 
ced till maay years after the first 
settlement of the country. This 
custom was introduced in Plym- 
outh in 1681. 

Revivals of religion were a 
subject of the full belief and the 
constant prayer of our venerable 
fothers. They believed that 
God had set times to favor Zi- 
on, tht he hod always appeared 
at particular seaso.jis, to bring 
salvation and deliverance to his 
church. Their churches fre- 
quently enjoyed the special pre- 
sence of the j:oly Spirit, in the 
efficacy of his power, reviving 
the graces of his own peoyie, 
and bringing sinners to Cirist. 
Many accounts are given of pre- 
cious revivals, which greatly 
enlarged and strengthened their 
churches. In times of generil 
inattention to divine things, the 
more faith'ul Christiins took the 
alarm, redoubled their exertions, 


| fasted and prayed, calling upon 
| their brethren and their fellow- 


sinners to consider the dauger 
and call on the Lord. On such 
occasions the expedient of re- 
newing covenant was frequently 
adopted. and w»s often attended 
with a most gracious answer from 
God. : 

The private administration of 
sacraments was practised with 
great caution, ifatall. As this 





was one of the grounds of the 
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separation of the puritans from 
the English Church, they would 
be very careful in introducing 
a custom which had been the 
subject of such constant ceusure. 
In 1718, a sick child was bap- 
tized in Plymouth, at his father’s 
house. This is said to be the 
first instance of a private baptism 
administered in thattown. It 
is well known that the Fathers 
of New England held that pro- 
fessing Christians and their sced 
are the only proper subjects of 
the ordinance of baptisin. In 
the Synod of 1662, held at Bos- 
ton, it was recommended to the 
churches to admit persons of 
orderly lives, who did not pro- 
fess an acquaintance with ex- 
) perimental religion, to own the 
| \ covenant of the church and bring 
\ their children to baptism. (The 
most of the fathers had now fin- 
ished their course.) The Synod 
were much divided upon the 
question, and it became imme- 
diately ,and long continued to be, 
| a subject of much debate. The 
= miost of the churches ultimately 
came into the practice, but some 
of them delayed many years, 
and many never admitted it at 
all. ‘The parent church at Ply- 
mouth did not admit the pr c- 
tice till the year 1731; and did 
not continue it more than thir- 
ty or forty years. According to 
Dr. Trumbull, this practice was | 
first introduced in the churches | 
of Connecticut in 1696. It is | 
now, generally, gone into disuse. 
—The churches, generally, con- 
sidered the children of the mem- 
bers as children of the church ; 
and the subjects of special at- 
tention for religious instruction, 

prayer, and hope. 
Gospel discipliue in churches, 
was considered by our ancestors 
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a subject of the first attention, 
Wheuever they suTered under 
the special frowns of Provideuce, 
they began to conclude that a 
relaxation of needful discipline 
was a leading cause of the dj. 
vine displeasure. But they con. 
sidered the essential part of dis. 
cipline to consist in affectionate 
admonition aud Cvunsel. ia par- 
ticular care in the admission of 
members, in a faithful vigilance 
against the causes of error ; un- 
willing to resort to ecclesiastical 
process, except in cases of una- 
voidable necessity. 

Though the carly churches of 
New England were independent 
of each other, ackowledging uo 
superior authority under Christ, 
they held it to be an important 
duty to exercise a Christian iel- 
lowship, and matitain a frieudly 
connection with each other. At 
the formation of the church of 
Salem, which was the second 
church in the colonies, that of 
Plymouth sent messengers to 
give them the hand of fellow- 
Ship. A certificate of good stand- 
ing entitled a member of any 
church to occasional commun- 
ion in any other. Yet it was 
held to be proper and expedient, 
when a member of one church 
desired to become connectedwith 
another, that he should be exa- 


| mined in the same manner as if 


he were to make an original 
profession. They considered it 
the right and duty of a church 


| to admonish a _ neighbouring 


church, when supposed to walk 
disorderiy ; but not to withhold 
communion till the subject of 
grievance had been reasonably 
canvassed, It was generally 
held by the founders of these 
churches, that il was right and 
highly desirable that churches 
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be consociated for their mutual 
bencfit. These consociations 
were to be a common bond of 
union, and were an ecclesiastic- 
al judicatory in cases which 
were referred to them by the 
churches. But they possessed 
no power over them by inherent 
right. ‘The churches still suf- 
fering for the lacerations of ec- 
clesiastical authority, could not 
be persuaded for a considerable 
time to adopt consociations.— 
The best of the fathers howev- 
er uniformly advised to the 
measure. It ws constantly ad- 
vocated by Mr. Hooker, who 
recommended it more earnestly 
near the close of his life. 
churches, at length, came into 
the sentiment, generally, and by 
the Synod of 1662, consociations 
were declared to be lawful and 
highly useful. These fathers 
considered also, that the asso- 
cistion of Ministers for their 
mutual benefit, and the benefit 
of their ministrations, was im- 
portant, and that their mectings 
ought to be held as often as they 
could be with convenience.— 
Some of their associations met 
once in a month. At these 
meetings they considered ques- 
tious for their own improvement 
and such as respected the wel- 
fare of the churches. Mr. 
Hooker of Hartford was fre- 
quently present at associations 
in Massachusetts. 

The fathers of New England 
felt themselves under great ob- 
ligations to labor to Christian- 
ize the natives of the country. 
Having migrated to this wilder- 
ness for the sake of advancing 
the cause of the Redeemer, and 
enlarging the borders of his Zi- 
on, they felt themselves impe- 
riously called to teach the way 
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of salvation to these brethren of 
humanity worshipping gods which 
see not, nor hear, nor know. The 
measures which they took to 
accomplish this important ob- 
ject. were most judicious; they 
were pursued with steadiness, 
and were ..ttended with the most 
enceuraging success. Duly es- 
timating tht fundamental prin- 
ciple of the Christian system, 
that owr benevolent exertions for 
the good of our fellow-men are 
always to be directed in propor- 
tion to their nearness to ourselves, 
they saw their poor neighbours 
perishing for want of divine in- 
struction, aud they Ixbored ear- 
nestly for their relief. As the 
most effectual means to win the 
natives to the acceptance of 
their religion, they took great 
pains to treat them with justice 
and kindness, and to prevent 
their receiving any injury.— 
Having, in this way, obtained 
their confidence, some eminent 
men learned their language, 
translated the scriptures for their 
use, established schools for their 
instruction, and thus communi- 
cated divine truth to their un- 
derstanding, while the grace of 
God, in many intances, impress- 
ed it savingly upon their hearts. 
—The churches considered a 
course of conduct ealculated to 
bring the natives to a faithful 
knowledge of divine truth, an 
important Christian duty, and a 
neglect or violation of this, a 
censurable offence. 

No one can read the history of 
the first planters of this country, 
without perceiving their ardent 
desire, and great exertions, for 
the enjoyment of the means of 
grace and the appointed ordi- 
nnces of the gospel. In the 


! earliest times of the colonies, no 
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new seltiement was commenced 
without « minister. ‘The forma- 
tion ce! 2 churc!: and the erection 
of a convenicut house* for the 
worship of God, was one of the 
first objects of their care. So far 
as J have been able to learn the 
f.cts, the towns which were set- 
tied in the colonies tor a bhun- 
dred years from their commence- 
ment, didi not contain forty fam- 
ilies, on an average, when they 
erected their first meeting- house, 
and began to enjoy the stated 
ministr:lions of the gospel. I 
am inclined to believe the num- 
ber would be nearer thirty fami- 
lies than forty. There are sev- 
eral accounts tu tradition that at 
the raising of the first meeting- 
house, every person belonging to 
the town sat down on the sills of 
the frame. Those raisings were 
generally concluded with a pray- 
er of thanksgiving and a song of 
praise, Jess imposing, indeed. but 
not Jess humble and sincere, than 
that mightiest of human specta- 
cles, when the greatest of east- 
ern monarchs dedicated to the 
bes God of Isr-el the house which 
he had builded for his name.— 
The first minister of the towns. 
\ more commonly, lived and cied 
with his people. The ministers. 
generally, received such a sup- 
_ | port from their people, as to be 
able to be devoted to the great 
duties of their profession. Thus, 
spending their lime in study, and 
in the particular duties of their 
calling, they were eminent scho- 
lars...they became able theologi- 
ans rizhily dividing the word of 

fl -——— 

* These buildings they called 
Meeting-houses. ‘That any of their 
posteritv should be so regardless of 
confounding language as to call them 
Churches, is much to be regretted. 
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truth...they acquired that degree 
of influence which has been pro. 
verbial to the present time. §j. 
milar causes, jn any state of so¢j. 
ety, would produce nearly equal 
effects. 

The Christian character of our 
revered anc.stors appears in no. 
thing more conspicuous, than in 
their deeds of charity. The 
whole enterprise. by which they 
opened a pathless wilderness and 
laid the foundations of ¢ vilized 
sociely iv a savage desert, evin- 
ced a public spirit...a disinterest. 
edness....a readiness for personal 
sacrifices, which can scarcely find 
a parallel. The leaders of these 
colonies well Knew that the ex- 
istence of their settlements de- 
pended, under God, on their own 
exertions. They had no expec- 
tation of support from the pareut 
country—a great portion of the 
people were necessarily poor, and 
would naturally look for help to 
those who led them to the wil- 
derness. In this expectation, 
they were never disappointed. 
The principal characters made 
it their business, at all times, to 
search out the circumstances of 
the needy, and to see that they 
were supplied. When any in- 
dividuals sustained any special 
losses. by fire, by sickness, or by 
apy provideitial appointment, 
their neighhors and others, al- 
ways afforded them a liberal as- 
sistance. If they were poor, 
they were frequently more than 
compensated for their loss. If 
any particular settlement sus- 
tained special injury by the dep- 
redations of war, by pestilence, 
or by untoward seasons, the cha- 
rity of the others, called forth 
with liberal hand, enabled them 
to forget their misfortune. Nei- 
ther was their charity confined 
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to their own; but the colonies at 
the southward, and even at the 
West Indies, though not the 
most friendly to the colonies of 
New England, in times of pub- 
lic calamity experienced their 
liberal assistance. Widows and 
orphans were the particular sub- 
jects of their charity. Orphan 
children were frequently educa- 
ted by charitable friends, and 
prepared for public usefulness. 
Tie families of ministers who 
had been faithfully devoted to 
their work, were remembered 
with affectionate care. In the 
service of the public, and in acts 
of charity, Governor Winthrop 
spent the most of a great estate. 
Most of the governors aud ma- 
gistrates imitated his example. 
Mr. Cotton dispensed great sums 
in charity. Hearing of the dis- 
tresses of a small Christian colo- 
ny at the island of Bermudas, 
who, in consequence of oppres- 
sions and losses, were in a state 
of great suffering, he made great 
excrtions to obtain a collection 
for their relief. Having set a 
most liberal example himself, he 
procured among his own people 
at Boston, 200 pounds, and in 
other parts of the colories, 500 
pounds, which large suin was im- 
mediately sent to the relief of 
that distressed people, and arri- 
ved on the day when they had 
made the last division of their 
small pittance of provisions, and 
their pious pastor, in confidence 
and faith, had just been preach- 
ing from the testimony of the 
Psalmist, The Lord is my shep- 
herd, I shall not want. Accord- 
ing to the present value of mo- 
ney, 100 pounds sterling at that 
time cannot be estimated less 
than twelve or thirteen hundred 
dollars. Such a contribution 
Vor. VI. No. 3. 
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would appear incredible, if it 
were not well attested, and con- 
firmed by numerous correspond- 
ent incidents in the character of 
this extraordinary people. In 
1706, all the churches in Massa- 
chusetts had a contribution for 
the relief of the island of St. 
Christophers, which had been 
ravaged by anenemy. We have 
stated already, in the life of Mr. 
Hooker, from an early biogra- 
pher, that “ it was no rare thing 
for him to give sometimes five 
pounds, sometimes ten pounds at 
a time, towards the support of 
widows and orphans, especially 
those of deceased ministers.” — 
We have mentioned also,thatMr. 
Hooker and his people freighted 
a small vessel with several hun- 
dred bushels of corn, and sent it 
to the people of Southampton,on 
Long-Island, who were in a suf- 
fering state. Were we favored 
with a full account of the lives 
of many more of thes® fathers 
than we possess, we should pro- 
bably find in most of them in- 
stances of charity equally liberal 
according to their ability, with 
those which are particularly 
mentioned. 

With a few remarks on the 
doctrinal sentiments of the New 
England fathers, this view of 
their religious character will be 
concluded In doctrine, the 
puritans were Calvinists. John 
Calvin was born at Noyon, in 
France, in the year 1509. Tho’ 
Luther was the great leader of 
the reformation, as he broke 
the arm of the Catholic power ; 
Calvin was the greatest instru- - 
ment in the hand of Providence 
of enlightening the reformed 
churches, and establishing them 
in the true doctrines of Chris- 
lianity. Ile spent the most of 
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writers, till they were demop. 


regulated the Genevan church | strated by the great Edwards, 


according to his views of the 
precepts of the gospel. The 
church of Geneva was adopted 
by the puritans of England as 4 
model, both in doctrine and prac- 
tice. The whole English church, 
at the reformation, adopted the 
doctrinal sentiments of that of 
Geneva, but a majority of them 
inclined to preserve a portion of 


their ancient hierarchy and reli- | 


gious ceremonies. ‘The most 
eminent English reformers ful- 
ly agreed with Calvin in doctri- 
pal sentiment, and in that sen- 
timent established their Arti- 
cles of Faith. During the reign 
of Elizabeth, and a part of that 
of James, there was bo contro- 
versy of consequence between 
the puritans and the abettors of 
the ecclesiastical establishment, 
on the subject of doctrines.— 
When fhe sentiments of Armini- 
us began to prevail in England, 
the Puritans firmly opposed them 
as inconsistent with the truths 
of the gospel. Those doctrines 
of the gospel, therefore, which 
have been generally termed Cal- 
vinistic, they continued to em- 
brace, and with these sentiments 
they laid the foundation of the 
New England churches. All 
their Confessions of Faith are 
full in the doctrines of grace ; 
these they taught and defended 
with great ability and constancy, 


. es | 
and in the support arising from 


them, they took joyfully the spoil- 
ing of their goods, and cheerlully 
submitted to every suffering and 
labor. These doctrines have been 
held by the most of the church- 
es of New England ever since 
the time of the first planters— 
they have been steadily support- 
ed by the ablest preachers and 


and most happily illustrated py 
Hopkius, in his incomparable 
System. To give a more perfect 
exhibition of the doctrinal sentj- 
ments of the fathers, the follow. 
ing summary is presented, given 
us by an eminent divine of the 
last age, a pastor of the parent 
church at Plymouth, now rest. 





ing with his predecessors in glo- 
ry. It is presented as given by 
him, that it may be seen what 
| particulars received the more 
special attention. 

“ And with regard to their rc. 
‘ ligious principles, these are well 
‘known by all, who have any to- 
‘Jerable acquaintance with their 
‘history. It is known, with what 
* sacred zeal and unwavering per- 
‘severance, they believed, pro- 
‘ fessed, taught and defended the 
‘ glorious truths of God’s word— 
‘ the great,fundamental doctrines 
‘of the gospel. Such as thea 
, — and total depravity of 
‘human nature by sin. Man's 
‘utter inability to deliver hin- 
‘ self from that state of guilt and 
‘ruin, in which he is involved 
‘by transgression—or to satisfy 
‘ the divine law---work out right- 
‘ eousness, or make atonement 
‘for sin. The absolute necessi- 
‘ty of regeneration, by the su- 
‘ pernatural agency of the Holy 
‘Spirit—the sovereignty of dl 
‘ vine grace in the conversion of 
‘sinners—-the true and proper 
* Derry of theLord JesusCunist 
* —the necessity of faithinChrist 
‘as the only condition of an in- 
‘ terest in him, and in all the ben- 
‘ efits of his purchase—the right- 
* cousness of Christ the only me- 
‘ritorious ground of our justifi- 
‘cation before God-—obedicnce 
‘and good works as absolutely 
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© necessary, and the never failing 
« fruits and evidence of a true 
« feith—holiness of heart and 
‘life, * without which no man 
¢ can see the Lord”—and the fi- 
‘nal and unfrustrable persever- 
‘ ance of true Christians in grace 
‘and holiness, to eternal life, 
‘ through the promise and power 
© of God, and the all-prevalent 
‘ intercession of Jesus Christ. 
“A person must be a great 
*stranger to the character and 


‘ history of our fathers, who does | 


© not know these were their avow- 
‘ ed sentiments and principles, as 


*to the doctrings of religion.— | 


‘These were truths dearer lo 
‘them than their estates—yea. 
* than life itself.” 

In our next, we shall attend to 
some objections which have been 
made to the character and insti- 
tutions of our ancestors. That, 
with some general reflections in 
a succeeding Number, will con- 
elude the subject. O. 

(To be continued.) 
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On the Goodness of God. 


OODNESS is the same 
thing in God and in man. 

in man it comprises every amia- 
ble, moral quality of the heart, 
and signifies the same as general 
benevolence, which is the es- 
sence of every virtuous, or holy 
exercise. There are benevolent 
affections and selfish affections ; 
goodness consists in benevolent 
affections, and badness in selfish 
ones. God is love, and all his 
goodness consists in love, which 
is something entirely distinct 
from his power, or his knowl- 
edge, or any other natural per- 
fection. It is his heart. Good- 











ness in every moral being lies in 
the heart. But though the good- 
ness of God lies in his heart, and 
consists in benevolent affections ; 
yet it is, in Various respects, supe- 
rior to the goodness of all oth- 
er beings. : 

1. His goodness is absolutely 
pure and iree from every thing 
of aselfish or siniul nature.— 
Tho’ some men are good in this 
life. yet their goodness is mixed 
with a great deal of evil. Their 
benevolent affections do not fow 
in a constant, uniuterrupted 
stream, but are often obstructed 
by unholy and unfriendly affec- 
tions. They do not always feel 
benevolently towards God, nor 
towards the friends of God, nor 
towards his enemies. Their 
hearts are composed of discor- 
dant and diametrically opposite 
exercises. ‘Their gooduess is 
like the morning cloud and early 
dew, which soon vanishes away. 
But the gooduess of God is con- 
stant, uninterrupted, and entire- 
ly free fromevery discordant 
feeling. No evil or selfish af- 
fection ever existed in him. He 
is all goodness, and completely 
full of kind, benevolent, and holy 
affections. Hence God is so of- 
ten called the Holy One in scrip- 
ture. His holiness consists in 
his goodness, and his goodness 
is without the least alloy, or im- 
pure mixture of unholiness, un- 
righteousness, injustice, or ma- 
levolence. 

2. The goodnes of God is not 
only pure, but permanent. The 
immutability of his goodness re- 
sults from the immutability of 
his existence and natural attri- 
butes. His existence is immu- 
table because it is necessary and 
independent, and his power, 
knowledge, and wisdom are 
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equally immutable, because 
equally necessary and independ- 
ent. And since his existeuce 
and all his natural attributes are 
immutable, we cannot see any 
cause or reason for any change 
in his goodness, 

All created beings are depend- 
ent in their existence, and in all 
their natural powers or faculties, 
therefore we can easily conceive 
that after they have possessed 
pure goodness, they may become 
partially or totally destitute of 
it. There is nothing incredible 
in the account we have of the 
angels, who kept not their first 
estate. ‘Though they were cre- 
ated perfectly holy and good ; 
yelthey might ose their perfect 
goodness, and become perfectly 
evil. There is nothing incredi- 
ble in the apostacy of our first 
parents. Though they were 
formed in the moral image of 
their Maker, and were possessed 
of pure goodness; yet they were 
dependeut for the continuance, 
as well as first existence of their 
moral rectitude, But we cannot 
conceive of any thing either 
without or within a self-existent 
and independent being. that 
should be a cause of diminishing 
or destroying his goodness. We 
may, therefore, justly conclude, 
that his goodness is as permanent 
and immutable as his existence. 
David expressly declares, that 
his goodness is immutable and 
everlasting. In the 136th Psalm, 
he devoutly and gratefully cries, 
“© give thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is good—for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” And he re- 
peats the declaration more than 
twenty-five times in this Psalm. 
In the 52d Psalm he says, “ ‘The 
goodness of God endureth con. 
tinually.” And to the fricnds of 
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God he says, “ Enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise : be thank. 
jul unto him, and bless his name: 
‘or the Lord is good : his merc 
is everlasting ; and his truth en- 
dureth to al] generations.” Hig 
faithfulness cannot fail, because 
his goodness cannot cease, and 
both are as permanent and im- 
mutable, as his necessary and 
eternal existence. 

3. His goodness is universal, 
as well as pure and permanent, 
The goodness of men and of an- 
gels is limited. It cannot extend 
any further thantheir knowledge 
extends, and their knowledge is 
very imperfect. But God’s know- 
ledge is uviversal and unbound- 
ed. He knows himself and all 
his creatures, whether rational 
or irralional.and he regards them 
all with a benevolent and impar- 
tial eye, He is good to the just 
and the unjust, and to the mean- 
est creature in the air, the earth, 
and the sea. He is good to the 
fowls of heaven, the beasts of the 
earth, the fish of the sea, and to 
every living creature. -He sees 
them all at one distinctive and 
comprehensive view, and feels 
truly benevolent to them all.— 
He is, strictly speaking, “ good 
unto all; and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.” He 
stands in the same relation to all 
his creatures, and feels the same 
kind, benevolent feelings towards 
them all. His goodness per- 
vades and fills the whole uni- 
verse, 

4. The goodness of God is 
perfect in degree, as well as in 
purity, permanency, and univer- 
sality. His goodness bears pro- 
portion to all his other attr- 
butes. His benevolent feelings 
as much surpass the benevolent 
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feelings of any, or of all his ho- 
ly creatures, as his power, his 
knowledge, and his wisdom sur- 
pass theirs. He loves with all 
his heart, with all his mind, and 
with all his strength. In this 
respect, there is none good but 
God. His goodness, in point 
of strength or ardor, is infinite- 
ly superior to the goodness of 
any benevolent creature in the 
universe. Yea, there isa great- 
er quantity of goodness in one 
exercise of the divine benevo- 
lence, than in all the benevo- 
lent affections of all benevolent 
creatures to all eternity. He 
loves his creatures infinitely 


will love him. Ina word, the 
goodness of God is great above 
all comparison, limitation, and 
finite conception. 


His perfect goodness must 
move him to do good. The 
psalinist ascribes the goodness of 
his government to the gooduess 
of his nature, ** Thou art good, 
and doest good.” It is the heart 
that moves every intelligent be- 
ing to act. A good heart must 
move a good being to do good. 
The heart of God governs all 
the other perfections of his na- 
ture, and lays him under a mor- 
al necessity of employing all his 
knowledge, wisdom, and power, 
to gratify his goodness. ‘Though 
the heathen philosophers, and 
many other learned men, have 
been ready to imagine, that a 
necessary, self-existent, indepen- 
dent, self-sufficient, and _per- 
fectly happy being could have 
no possible motive to act, or do 
any thing ; yet it is much easier 
to conceive of his activity, than 
inactivity. Goodness or pure 
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more than they ever did or ever | 
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tive principle in nature. We 

cannot conceive how an intelli- 

gent, poweriul being, possessed 

of periect benevolence, should 

never einploy his wisdom and 

power for any benevolent pur- 

pose. We cannot conceive how 

it should be possible, for God, a 

perfectly wise, and powerful, and 

benevolent being, to exist from 

eternity unto eternity, without 

employing his great and glorious 

attributes in doing good. 

1. The goodness of God must 

have moved him {from eternity 

to devise the best possible meth- 

od of doing the greatest possible 

good. His goodness inust meve 

him to employ his perfect wis- 

dom inthe best manner. And 

it is the proper province of wis- 

dom to form wise designs, that 

is, to devise the best ends, and 

the best means to accomplish 

them. The wisdom of God 

enabled him to discover among 

all possible modes of doing good, 

that which was absolutely the 

best,and his perfect goodness dis- 
posed him to adopt that mode 
of operation. Divine goodness 
laid the divine being under a 
moral necessity of forming all 
his purposes of doing good from 
eternity. When he saw what 
was best to be done, he was 
morally obliged to do it, and he 
could no more neglect to deter- 
mine to do all that his infinite 
wisdom saw best to be done, 
than he could cease to be per- 
fectly wise and good. Not to 
determine to do the greatest 
possible good, when he clearly 
saw it, would be a species of ma- 
levolence, and totally inconsis- 
tent with perfect goodness. As 
the goodness of God must ne- 
cessarily move him to act, so it 
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act in the wisest and best man- 
ner, or to do the greatest possi- 
ble good. There being no de- 
fect in his wisdom, nor in his 
goodness, these, united, must de- 
vise, fix, and determine the best 
possible method of doing good. 
It was impossible ior God, a per- 
fectly wise and good being, to de- 
vise and adopt a plan of opera- 
tion, which was not absolutely 
the best possible. for the least 
defect or imperfection in the di- 
vine purposes, would argue a mo- 
ral defect in the divine goodness. 
We may be assured, therefore, 
that the perfect goodness of God 
did irresistibly move him to de- 
vise and adopt the best possible 
method of doing the greatest pos- 
sible good, from eternity. 

2. The perfect gooduessof God 
must have moved him to bring 
into existence the best possible 
system of inte!ligent creatures. 
Tt must have moved him to give 
existence to the best number of 
beings. The number could not 
be infinite, but must be limited. 
And in the limitation, there was 
room for the display of perfect 
wisdom and goodness, to discov- 
er and fix upon the best possible 
number. God fixed the num- 
ber of angels, of men, and of ani- 
mals, as well as the number of 
the stars, and all material ob- 
jects. He determined all that 
variety in the natural and moral 
qualitics of the moral system, 
which was necessary to make it 
the most perfect. He made one 
angel lower than another, one 
man lower than auother, and one 
animal lower than another; and 
formed a most perfect gradation 
from the meanest insect to the 
noblest seraph. His goodness 


has moved him to form auch a 
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perfect system of living, rational, 
and moral beings. This system 
is a growing system,and will cop. 
tinue toincrease until it has come 
to perfection. 

3. The goodness of God cop. 
tinually moves him to exert his 
wisdom and power in governing 
all his creatures and all his works 
in the best possible manner.— 
His perfect goodness keeps ail his 
perfections in perpetual motion, 
and makes him the most active 
being the universe. He is nei- 
ther weary, nor slumbers, nor 
sleeps. His goodness moves him 
to do every thing possible to be 
done, to govern the whole intel- 
ligent creation in the wisest and 
best manner. He is actively 
coucerned in all the good that is 
done in every part of the uii- 
verse. He guides the hands and 
hearts of all his creatures, in all 
the good they do, whether inten- 
tionally, or unintentionally.— 
Notwithstanding the stupidity, 
ingratitude, and disobedience of 
multitudes of his intelligent crea- 
tures, his goodness prompts !:im 
to pour down the blessings of his 


| providence upon them, in con- 
| Stant, copious strcams. He sutis- 


fies the desires of every living 
creature, and fills the hearts of 
all mankind with food and glad- 
ness. He bestows as many and 
as great favors upon this ungrate- 
ful world, as it is morally possi- 
ble for him to bestow. He treats 
every individual creature as well 
as the good of his great system 
will allow. His perfect good- 
ness regards the whole more than 
the parts of his moral system, 
and moves him to govern indi- 
viduals in subserviency to the 
good of his whole family in hea- 
ven and earth. Though the 
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goodness of God moved him to 
do good in the works of creation 
—yet it has moved him to do 
unspeakably more good in the 
works of providence. God has 
been doing good every moment, 
and in every part of the universe 
for nearly six thousand years, 
and it will move him to do good 
to the end of time. 

4. The perfect goodness of God 
will move him to mzke the in- 
telligent universe as holy and 
happy as possible, through the 
interminable ages of eternity.— 
He will do as much good to his 
creatures as it is possible, in the 
nature of things, he should do. 
His power and wisdom will al- 
ways be under the constant in- 
fluence of his pure, permanent, 
universal, and perfect benevo- 
lence. He will never be less 
able, or less disposed, to do good 
in time to come, than in times 
past. He has formed the best 
method to de good for ever, and 
he is able to do all the good that 
he determined to do from eter- 
nity. He has all his creatures 
under his control, and can em- 
ploy, and will employ them all 
to promote the general good of 
the universe. God can no more 
cease to do good, than he can 
cease to be good ; and he can no 
more cease to be good, than he 
can cease to exist. The good 
which God has done, bears no 
more proportion to the good he 
will do, than time bears propor- 
tion to eternity. He means to 
make all his goodness pass before 
the eyes of all his intelligent 
creatures. And this cannot be 
done in any limited period of du- 
ration. 

From the view we have taken 
of divine goodness, we are pre- 
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sented with several serious re- 
flections. 

1. Since the perfect goodness 
of God always moves him to do 
that which will promote the 
highest good of the universe, it 
may be as consistent with his 
goodness to make men miserable 
in the future state, as in this life. 
In this life, we know it is con- 
sistent with divine goodness to 
inflict great evils upon mankind, 
Am! why may not God, in per- 
fect goodness, inflict evils forev- 
er upon human beings? If it be 
said that God inflicts evils in this 
life to promote greater good— 
for the same reason, he may in- 
flict eternal misery upon men in 
the future existence. The Bible 
represents temporal evils as pre- 
ludes to eternal. Sodom and 
Gomorrah “ are set forth for an 
example, suffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire.” God plainly 
teaches usin his word that there 
are good reasons why he should 
show his wrath and make his 
power known upon the vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction.-— 
Though God has no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth, yet 
he may, in the exercise and ex- 
pression of perfect goodness, in- 
flict upon many of mankind the 
pains of endless death and des- 
pair. 

2. All the objections which 
mankind make against any part 
of the divine conduct, arise from 
the depravity of their hearts.— 
Their eyes are evil, because he 
is good. As God always acts 
from pure and perfect goodness, 
every objectionthat sinnersmake 
against him arises from that bit- 
ter and malignant enmity which 
hates and opposes perfect and in- 
finite goodness. If they object 








96 


against the decrees of God, they 
object against bis goodness. Lor 
the decrees of God are as holy, 
just and good, as his character, 
which consists in love. If they 
ob,ect against the agency of God, 
they object against his goodiiess. 
For, though God works al! things 
after the counsel of his own will, 
his agency in creating, preserv- 
ing, and governing all things, is 
the exercise and expression of 
pure and holy love. If sinners 
object against God’s plicing A- 
dam as the public head of man- 
kind ; if they object against his 
bestowing greater bicssings upon 
some nations, or fainilies, or in- 
dividuals, ian upon others; if 


they object against his saving | 


one part and destroy ing the rest 


of mankind—they do object a- | 
For God is | 


griinst his goodness. 
good, and does good in all his 
decrees and conduct. The truth 
is, mankind would have had rea- 
son to object, if God had, in one 
instance, either acted or decreed 
to act ina manner different from 
what he hos done. 

3. It is owing to the knowl- 
edge, and not to the ignorance of 
siimers, that they hate God.-— 
Their hearts would never arise 
agrinst God, unless they percei 
ved that his perfect and infinite 
benevolence was wholly opposed 
to their total selfishness. While 


they are totally selfish, the more | 


clearly they perceive the glory 
of divine goodness, the more will 
their hearts rise against God. Of 
the Jews, Christ said—* They 
have both seen and hated both 
me and my father.” As the con- 
viction of the goodness of God 
in his decrees, conduct, law, and 
gospel shall increase in the con- 
ecicuces of sinners, their hatred 
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of God will increase. In the 
clear sight and deep sense of qj. 
vine goodness in the salvation of 
the elect and the damnation of 
the non-elect, the reprobate wil} 
weep and wail and gnash their 
teeth forever. A conviction of 
the perfect rectitude and beney. 
olence of their Creator, in all 
things, will never Jessen, but al. 
ways increase the bitterness and 
violence of their enmity against 
God. Sinners hate God for his 
goodness. And the more they 
know of the motives of his con- 
duct, the more will they hate 
him for his love. 

4. Men must be good them. 
seives, if they would truly see 
and enjoy the goodness of God, 
** Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” But 
Without holiness, no man can see 
the Lord. A person must feel 
as God feels, before he can taste 
and see that the Lord is good. 
All the darkness and misery of 
sinners arises from their total sel- 
fishness. It is because their eye 
is evil, that their whole bodies 
are full of darkness. Their ig- 
norance of divine goodness is not 
speculative, but moral. While 
their hearts are wholly $elfish, 
they have no communion with 
the fountain of living waters. 

Rational creatures must be 
holy, before they can love that 
being who is good and doeth 


good, and whose tender mercies 


are over all his works. But such 
creatures as are holybehold the 
goodness of God in all his ways. 
With the Seraphim, they cry 
one to another, say ing—* Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glo- 
ry.” A 
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To tHe Epitor oF THE Con- 
NECTICUT MaGAZINE. 


THE following question, with 
the answer, aresubmitted to your 
disposal. 


Question. Will all the thoughts, 
words and actions of men be 
brought into public view at the 
day of Judgment ? 

Answer. That there will be 


men aud angels shall be brought 
together in one great assembly, 
to receive a sentence of reward, 





' 


according to their character and | 


deeds, is most explicitly reveal- 
ed. 

This great event is plainly in- 
timated in the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament ; in the New, it 
is asserted by Christ and his in- 
spired apostles, and many solemn 
ilescriplions are given of the 
coming of the Judge, the change 
in the elementary world, the re- 
surrection and judgment of the 
dead, together with the subse- 
quent rewards. Such descrip- 
tions as we read, cannot be figu- 
rative, but must be understood 
literally. 

Among those,who believe such 
a day, it hath been a question, 
how far the character of crea- 
tures will be disclosed to the uni- 
verse? Whether only a general 
view of individual characters 
will be given, so as to know a- 
mong whom they rank, the holy 
or unholy ; or whether every 
thought, word, and action, will 
be publicly disclosed? Perhaps 
to some who do not wish such a 
disclosure, it may seem incredi- 
ble, if not impossible, that all the 
thoughts, words, and actions of 
men should be brought into pub- 
lic view. ‘They may also think 

Vor. VI. No. 3. 
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it will be unnecessary. But who 
shall limit the power of God? 
That wiich is difficult to us, 
may be done by him with inf- 
nile ease. 

The following considerations 
lead us to believe, that all secret 
thoughts will then be revealed, 
and that the veil of the cover- 
ing that is now over the human 
heart, will be then wholly thrown 


aside. 
a day of judgment, in which | 


First, Such a disclosure will 
be necessary to show the moral 
glory, wisdom, justice, and good- 
ness of God in his universal gov- 
ernment of creatures. God hath 
a right, for his own glory, to have 
all his perfections display ed.— 
He made all things for his own 
glory, and the happiness of his 
obedient servants; but neither 
of these ends can be answered 
without a full display of his per- 
fections. His periections cannot 
be displayed without a full know- 
ledge of the character. conduct, 
and actions ef those whom he 
governs.  ITnnumerable things 
happen, in God’s government of 
men here on earth, that are not 
only unsearchable, butsurprising. 
In the weakness of our under- 
standing. we are ready to won- 
der why infinite wisdom and rec- 
tilude do thus order. 

We are frequently astonished 
by divine allotments, and can 
compose ourselves only by resol- 
ving them into an inscrutable 
sovereignty. Many of these 
things are appointed, because he 
hath some fut re design to ac- 
complish, of which we cannot 
conceive; but many more of them 
are designed to adapt his govern- 
ment to the character of the 
creatures he is governiug. He is 
meved to them by the thoughts, 
words, and actions of men that 
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care secn by him, yet altogether 
unknown by us. Sometimes it 
is donc to check the hidden pur- 
poses of sinners, or to restrain 
their open violence, and fill them 
with a fear of his glorious great- 
ness. Sometimes to bring men 
to consideration and repentance, 
to save his children, and pre- 
pare for them some great good 
by the evil they endure. All 
these mysterious parts of the di- 
vine government must remain so, 
until hidden things are made 
manifest by a public disclosure of 
the thoughts, words, and actions 
of all men. 
astonishing glory will come to all 
the divine pertections, by God’s 
present government of the world, 
and the apportionment thet he 
makes to every cresture. Then 
it will appear that every event 
in the divine government, from 
the rise and falling of an empire, 
to the failing of a hair from the 
the head, is part of a most wise 
plan, in which every thing is 
connected, every thing designed 
for sonic moral purpose, to dis- 
wlay the glory of God, and make 
his obedient creatures the most 
happy. ‘The happiness of the 
saints in heaven will principally 
arise from seeing the wisdom, 
justice, and gooduessof the Lord’s 
government. Guilt will doubt- 
tess wish to hide itself in seerct, 
under the falling rocks and moun- 
tains; but innocence, integrity, 
and Christian honesty, will re- 
joice to have the whole disclo- 
sed, which is the ground of God’s 
government. The triumphant, 
redeemed saints, will be willing 
to have all their sins here on 
earth laid open, that the wisdom 
of God and of his dealings may 
shine most brightly. There is 
infinite and glorious wisdem in 


W hen this is done, | 


Oa the Gencral Judgment. 
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the present government of the 
world, although it appears to us 
so dark and intricate. This 
darkness is partly from our own 
natural weakness, in those ip. 
stances, where the greatness of 
the divine plan rises above the 
utmost elevation of human up- 
derstanding ; partly from our sin 
and inattention; also, in great 
port, from the cause we are now 
considering. But the great day 
of the Lord will remove this lat. 
ter cause from the eyes of all, by 
the disclosure of every sinful 
purpose, and idle word. The 
moral glory of all the divine per- 
fections, even in the present goy- 
ernment of men, will infinitely 
exceed all our expectations, 

A second reason why men 
should give an account of all 
theirthoughts, words, ancactions, 
and for having them laid open at 
the day of judgment, is, thal it 
may appear none are injured by 
any of God’s appointments to 
them in this life, nor by the sen- 
tence of rewards that will be 
passed at that day. That God’s 
distributions to men, in this life, 
are very different, we daily see. 
The wicked are often exalted, 
and the good depressed. His pres- 
ent judgments are not apparently 
proportioned to mens’ vices. On 
this we remark, that the preseut 
is a state of trial, and not of rel- 
ribution ; but that will be a day 
of adjustment. All that is writ- 
ten in the book of God’s knovwl- 
edge, concerning the secrets in 
men’s hearts, their hidden me- 
lives or hidden actions, will be 
preclaimed publicly. Then it 
will be seen that thongh all have 
received mercies they did not 
deserve, no one was ever injured 
by providence, or received 2 
thousandth part of the evil be 
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merited. It will also appear, 
though comparative justice be- 
tween men did net take place in 
this life, that it is there done ; 
so that truth, justice, and right- 
eousuess Will be eternally glori- 
fied. 

There will be the fullest evi- 
dence, that the sentence passed 
on the impenitent, is exactly 
proportioned to the sins they 
have committed, to the hardness 
and impenitence of their hearts, 
and to their abuse of the divine 
srace which now offereth thei 
life. 

A third reason, why the thoughts 
of all hearts should be revealed, 
and every idle word brought into 
public judgment, is, to show the 
riches of divine grace in the sal- 
vation of those that are brought 
to glory. 

The exceeding sinfulness of 
all sin; the goodness of God, 
when all other means of deliver- 
ance failed, in giving his own 
Son to be the redeemer ; the 
humiliation and bitter passion 
of Jesus, to make an adequate 
expiation for sin; the pur- 
chase and gift of the Spirit, are 
great subjects to shew the won- 
derful goodness of God. If any 
thing can be added to these, to 
help our weak conceptions, it 
must be to see the constant re- 
sistance that is made to the ap- 
plication of this grace. When 
all hearts are revealed, and all 
words and actions brought into 
public judgment, it will appear 
that infinite power was united 
with infinite grace, in delivering 
the guilty from death, and bring- 
ing them to life. This power 
was exercised not only in sup- 
pressing their enemics, but also 
in restraining their own evil and 


backsliding hearts. All sinful 
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men imagine they are willing to 
be saved; yet this is an utter 
mistxke. ‘They are willing to 
be happy, but not to be saved 
with such a salvation as God of- 
fers. The perfect disclosure that 
will be made at the day of judg- 
ment, of all that men have 
thought, designed and done. will 
show that there was a constant 
resistance to the Holy Spirit.— 
The sinner, when first instruct- 
ed, tried to disbelieve the reality 
of the divine law, and the truth 
and holiness of the gospel. He 
feigued to himself, that the Lord 
is not a holy Ged, as he is repre- 
sented, and that there is no pun- 
ishment for sin. When first a- 
wakened, he strove against the 
power of the Holy Ghost to con- 
vince him of his iniquity, and 
his will stood fixed against sub- 
mission, until made to bow by 
Almighty power. Look on him 
after he became a Christian ! 
How many doubts! how many 
hackslidings ! what distrust of 
God! how lingering in the Chris- 
tian course! how wedded to the 
world! how conformed to its sin- 
ful manners! how impatient and 
repining! how neglectful of 
known and plain duties! how 
weak in faith, in love, and every 
Christian grace! All these things 
will be seen at the day of judg- 
ment; and never, until then, 
will the riches of divine grace, 
in bringing his sons to glory, be 
fully known. By what is now 
known of meus’ conduct, we 
have abundant reason to admire 
the divine compassion in bring- 
ing his children to glory. He 
does not cast them away, altho’ 
they have many visible backsli- 
dings. But when the whole 


heart of Christians, with all its 
failings, which none but God and 
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themselves now kuow, shall be | pointment of his providence to 


seen, the riches of divine grace 
will appear stil! more admirable, 
in the sight both of men and an- 
gels. 

= Also, it will be necessary that 
the whole heart of God’s people 
be brought into view, to justify 
them from the aspersions now 
cast upon them, and to show that 
they are very different people 
froin the unsanctified. It is no 
uncommon thing, for the most 
grievous charges of hypocrisy to 
be brought against them. Both 
their projession and conduct are 
imputed, by the wicked, to the 


worst motives; aud the grace of 


God in their hearts is denied.— 
These aspersions on the work 
of the Holy Spirit and on them, 
God will confound and wipe a- 
way. Todo this, the thoughts 
and feelings of their hearts must 
be disclosed ; and though there 
will appear in them more sin 
than is aow conceived, still it 
will be seen, that there is an es- 
sential difference of principle be- 
tween them and the ungodly. 
God will own, before 2ll crea- 
tures, the beginning of his own 
image in their hearts. 

Reader, how awful, glorious, 
and interesting a day that will 
be! How glorious for the great 
moral Governor of the universe, 
when it is seen, that every ap- 





| 





every creature is right and wise, 
By the final sentence pronoun- 
ced, the eternal perfection of 
his government will be demon. 
strated. How awful a day for 
the wicked, and how blessed an 
one for the believing! The total 
depravity of human nature will 
be no longer denied, nor the need 
of divine grace, for the salvation 
of any one, doubted. The evil 
of sin will appear in all its hor- 
rid colors. It will appear that 
nothing but almighty power and 
wisdom could have restrained sin 
in this world; and that to be left 
under its reigning power is the 
same as to be left in a state of 
eternal torment. Every mind 
will be awed, and every mouth 
stopped by the greatness of the 
transaction. 

O reader, dost thou know such 
a day is before thee, and canst 
thou forget it? Art thou ready 
and willing to have thy heart 
disclosed, thy motives revealed 
before an innumerable company 
of angels and men? Will the 
darkness and secrecy of this 
world be any protection to thy 
hidden sins, when thou standest 
in the light of divine knowledge? 
Hast thou ever repented and o- 
heyed ? If thou hast not, delay 
not a moment to make thy peace 
with God. 


—a Se 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE, 
SIR, 

I was directed by the Gentle- 
men who were present at the late 
meeting to organize the Society 
Auxiliary for Foreign Missions, to 





transmit to you an account of the 
past proceedings respecting the So- 
ciety, and to request you to publish 
it in your Magizine. 

Yours, 


HENRY A, ROWLAND, 
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Auxiliary Foreagn Mission So- | 
ciety. 


HARTForD, 4th Feb. 18153. 

The North Association of Hart- 
ford County at their session in En- 
field, on the first Tuesday in June, 
1812, judged it expedient that a So- 
ciety Auxtiary to the Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Misstons be 
formed, and appoimted the Rev. 
Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. An- 
drew Yates, Henry A. Rowland, 
Noah Porter, and Nehemiah Prud- 
den, the Hon. John Treadweii, Esq 
the Rev. John Taylor, Samuei Pit- 
kin, Esq. Maj. Martin Elisworth, 
and Deacon Jonathan B. Balch, a 
Committee toform a Constitution for 
the same, and take such measures 
as they shall judge expedient to car- 
ry it into effect. Said Committee 
met according to this appointment 
in Hartford, on the last Tuesday oi 
June past, at the house of the Kev. 
Nathan Strong, D. D. and formed a 

CONSTi TUTION, 

ARTICLE 1. The name of this 
Society shali be tue Foreign Mission 
Society of the Noria Association in 
Hartiord County and its vicinity 

2 The object of the Society shall be 
to raise money, /o sufifiort Forcrgn 
Missions, and to aid the translation 
of the Bible mto various langua- 
Sede 

3. Every person, who shall sub- 
SCribe the Constitution, and shall en- 
Sage ro pay to the Lreasurer of this 
Society annually, a sum not less than 
one dolar shall be a member. 

4. Every person, paying the sum 
of fifteen dollars, which will be ac- 
cepted at three equal annual instal- 
ments, shall be a member for life. 

5. The Officers of the Society 
shall be a President, Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Auditor, to be chosen by ballot at 
the annual meeting. 

6. ‘The Society shall hold its an- 
nual meeting on the third Wednes- 
day in October in each = 

7. The firstpaymentshall be made 
at the first annual meeting to the 
‘Treasurer when elected. 

8. The Secretary shall record all 





the proceedings of the Society, and 
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shall give notice of the annual meet- 
ing in the News papers printed at 
Kiartford, at least three weeks be- 
fore the time of meeting, and spe- 
Cial meetings may be called by the 
President, or in his absence, by ei- 
ther of the Vice-Presidents. 

9. Whatever expenses shall arise 
in transacting the business of the So- 
ciety, shall be defrayed by monies 
drawn from the ‘Treasury by an or- 
der signed by the President, or in his 
absence, by either of the Vice-Pres- 
idents, or in their absence, by the 
secretary. 

10. The Treasurer, on recciving 
the annual tax, shall pay the saine, 
and ali other monies received by 
him, to the ‘lyeasurer of the Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners tor Fo- 
reign Missions, except as above ex- 
cepied. 

11. The Auditor shall annually, 
previous to the annual meeting, ex- 
amine the accounts of the ‘Lreasur- 
er, and a statement thereof shali be 
made and exhibited to the Society 
at each annual mecting, and the 
same being accepted, shail be re- 
corded by the Secretary. 

12. if the office of the Secretary 
or ‘Treasurer shall become vacant 
during the year, the President, orin 
case of nis absence, the Vice-Presi- 
dents shall designate a person to fill 
the vacancy. 

13. No alteration shall be made in 
this Constituuon unless by a vote of 
two thirds of the members present 
at an annual meeting, nor unless the 
motion for the alteration shall have 
been made at least one year previ- 
ous to its adoption. 


‘The Committee issued a Circular 
inviting persons who become mem- 
bersof the proposed Society tu attend 
a meeting for the purpose of organiz- 
ing, at the State-House in Hartford, 
on the third Wednesday in October 
last. A number of Gentlemen met 
at the timeand place specified. Af- 
ter largely conversing on the sulyjcet, 
it was agreed to adjourn to the 4th 
day of Feb. inst. in order to take fur- 
ther advice ofthe Association. Pre- 
vious to which adjournment the as- 
sociation met at Northington, when 
the question respecting the duailary 
Foreign Mission Society, a Constitu- 
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themselves now know, shall be 
seen, the riches of divine grace 
will appear still more admirable, 
in the sight both of men and an- 
gels. 

~ Also, it will be necessary that 
the whole heart of God’s people 
be brought into view, to justify 
them from the aspersions now 
cast upon them, and to show that 
they are very different people 
froin the unsanctified. It is no 
uncommon thing, for the most 
grievous charges of hypocrisy to 
be brought against them. Both 
their profession and conduct are 
imputed, by the wicked, to the 
worst motives; aud the grace of 
God in their hearts is denied.— 
These aspersions on the work 
of the Holy Spirit and on them, 
God will confound and wipe a- 
way. To do this, the thoughts 
and feelings of their hearts must 
be disclosed ; aud though there 
will appear in them more sin 
than is aow conceived, still it 
will be seen, that there is an es- 
sential difference of principle be- 
tween them and the ungodly. 
God will own, before all crea- 
lures, the beginning of his own 
image in their hearts. 

Reader, how awful, glorious, 
and interesting a day that will 
be! How glorious for the great 
moral Governor of the universe, 
when it is seen, that every ap- 
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| pointment of his providence to 
every creature is right and wise, 
By the final sentence pronoup- 
ced, the eternal perfection of 
his government will be demon. 
strated. How awful a day for 
the wicked, and how blessed an 
one for the believing! The total 
depravity of human nature vill 
be no longer denied, nor the need 
of divine grace, for the salvation 
of any one, doubted. The evil 
of sin will appear in all its hor- 
| rid colors. It will appear that 
nothing but almighty power and 
wisdom could have restrained sin 
in this world; and that to be left 
under its reigning power is the 
same as to be left in a state of 
eternal torment. Every mind 
will be awed, and every mouth 
stopped by the greatness of the 
transaction. 
O reader, dost thou know such 
a day is before thee, and canst 
thou forget it? Art thou ready 
and willing to have thy heart 
disclosed, thy motives revealed 
before an innumerable company 
of angels and men? Will the 
darkness and secrecy of this 
world be any protection to thy 
hidden sins, when thou standest 
in the light of divine knowledge? 
Hast thou ever repented and o- 
heyed ? If thou hast not, delay 
not a moment to make thy peace 
with God. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE, 
SIR, 

I was directed by the Gentle- 
men who were present at the late 
meeting to organize the Society 
Auxiliary for Foreign Missions, to 


transmit to you an account of the 
past proceedings respecting the So- 
ciety, and to request you to publish 
itin your Magizine. 

Yours, 


HENRY A. ROWLAND, 
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Auxiliary Foreign Mission So- 
ciety. 


HARTForD, 4th Feb. 1813. 

The North Association of Hart- 
ford County at their session in En- 
field, on the first Tuesday in June, 
1812, judged it expedient that a So- 
ciety Auxiiary to the Board of Con- 
missioners for Foragn Misstons be 
formed, and appomted the Kev. 
Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. An- 
drew Yates, Henry A. Rowland, 
Noah Porter, and Nehemiah Prud- 
den, the Hon. John Treadweil, Esq 
the Rev. John Taylor, Samuel Pit- 
kin, sq. Maj. Martin Elisworth, 
and Deacon Jonathan B. Balch, a 
Committee toform a Constitution for 
the same, and take such measures 
as they shall judge expedient to car- 
ry it into effect. Said Committee 
met according to this appointment 
in Hartford, on the last Tuesday oi 
June past, at the house of the Rev. 
Nathan Strong, D. D. and formed a 

CONSTiTUTION. 

ARTICLE 1. The name of this 
Society shali be tue Foreign Mission 
Society of the Nori Association in 
Hartiord County and its vicinity 

2 The object of the Society shall be 
to raise money, fo sufifiort Forcrgn 
Missions, and to aid the translation 
of the Bible into various langua- 
Yes 

3. Every person, who shall sub- 
SCribe the Constitution, and shall en- 
Sage ro pay to the Treasurer of this 
Society annually, a sum not less than 
one dojlar shall be a member. 

4. Every person, paying the sum 
of fifteen doliars, which will be ac- 
cepted at three equal annual instal- 
ments, shall be a member for life. 

5. The Officers of the Society 
shall be a President, Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Auditor, to be chosen by ballot at 
the annual meeting. 

6. ‘Lhe society shall hold its an- 
nual meeting on the third Wednes- 
day in October in each a. 

7. The firstpaymentshall be made 
at the first annual meeting to the 
‘Treasurer when elected. 

_ 8. The Secretary shall record all 
the proceedings of the Society, and 





shall give notice of the annual meet- 
ing in the News papers printed at 
Hartford, at least ton weeks be- 
fore the time of meeting, and spe- 
cial meetings may be called by the 
President, or in his absence, by ei- 
ther of the Vice-Presidents. 

9. Whatever expenses shall arise 
in transacting the business of the So- 
ciety, shall be defrayed by monies 
drawn from the ‘Treasury by an or- 
der signed by the President, or in his 
absence, by either of the Vice-Pres- 
idents, or in their absence, by the 
secretary. 

10. The Treasurer, on recciving 
the annual tax, shall pay the saine, 
and ali other monies received by 
him, to the ‘Treasurer of the Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners tor Fo- 
reign Missions, except as above ex- 
cepted. 

11, The Auditor shall annually, 
previous to the annual meeting, ex- 
amine the accounts of the ‘l'reasur- 
er, and a statement thereot shali be 
made and exhibited to the Society 
at each annual mecting, and the 
same being accepted, shail be re- 
corded by the Secretary. 

12. if the office of the Secretary 
or Treasurer shall become vacant 
during the year, the Presicient, orin 
case ot nis absence, the Vice-Presi- 
dents shall designate a person to fill 
the vacancy. 

13. No alteration shall be made in 
this Constituuon unless by a vote of 
two thirds of the members present 
at an annual meeting, nor unless the 
motion for the alteration shali have 
been made at least one year previ- 
ous to its adoption. 


‘The Committee issued a Circular 
inviting persons who become mem- 
bersof the proposed Society tu attend 
a meeting tor the purpose of organiz- 
ing, at the State-House in Hartford, 
on the third Wednesday in October 
last. A number of Gentlemen met 
at the timeand place specified. Af- 
ter largely conversing on the sulyjecet, 
it was agreed to adjourn to the 4th 
day of Feb. inst. in order to take fur- 
ther advice ofthe Association. Pre- 
vious to which adjournment the as- 
sociation met at Northington, when 
the question respecting the duailary 
Foreign Mission Society, a Constitu- 
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tion of which is formed by a Com- 
mittee appointed by that body, was 
brought forward : Whereupon, Vot- 
ed that it is expfredient, in the firesent 
state of things that an Auxihary 
Foreign Mission Society be formed 
Accordingly a number of Gentlemen 
met in the City of Hartford, on the 
day to which the meeting was ad- 


journed, and proceeded to organize 


the Society; when the following 
Gentlemen were chosen to fill the 
offices of the Society : 


Rev. Natuan Perkins, D. D, 
President. 


Rev. NEHEMIAH PRUDDEN, 
Puiny HittyeEr, Esq Vice-Presi- 
dents. 

Rev. Henry A. Row.anp, Sec- 
retary. 


Enocu Perkins, Esa. Treas. 
Cuar.Es B. Kine, 4uditor. 


The Rev. Mr. Prudden was ap- 
pointed to preach a sermon at the 
annual meeting of the Society in 
Oct. next, in Hartford, at 2 o’clock 
P. M. 


 234+o— 


The following account of a revival 
of religion in Portage county, O- 
hio, was forwarded for fiudlica- 
tion in the Conn Evan. Mug. by 
the Rev. John Seward, one of the 
Missionaries in the service of the 
Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Tur extent of Portage county 
is 30 miles, east and west, and 25 
miles, north and south. 
years ago, it was a howling wilder- 
ness, almost entirely destitute of civ- 
ilized inhabitants. At the present 
time, there are nine regular church- 
es of the Congregational or Presby- 


terian order, within the bounds of | 


this county. Most of these church- 
es have been lately formed ; two of 
them during the last year. At their 
formation, they were small. The 
number of members, at the time of 
their organization intoa church, has 
not generally exceeded twelve or 
fourteen. 

The present year, God has been 
pleased to pour out his Spirit, add to 
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the numbers, and, we trust, increase 
the graces of several of these church- 
es. ‘This work of divine grace has 
prevailed principyaly in the towns of 
Aurora, Rootstown and Randolph. 
It has not, however, been wholly 
confined to these towns. Hudson, 
Talimadge,and several other places, 
have experienced some influences of 
the divine Spirit. The revival has 
been most general in Aurora and 
Rootstown. Through the whole of 
the last winter, an anxious desire 
was manifested by many in each of 
these places to hear the word of 
God : individuals who had long been 
habituated to spend their money for 
that which satisfieth not, now cheer- 
fully contributed for the support of a 
preached gospel. Sermons were 
heard with great attention; some- 
times with tears. 

Notwithstanding these favorable 
appearances, vanity and folly pre- 
vailed in the town of Aurora, to an 
alarming degree. ‘The winter even- 
ings were spent in unprofitable visits 
by many ; and the vouth were un- 
cominonly engaged m attending 
scenes of pleasure. Every method 
seemed to be tried by them to si- 
ience the voice of conscience which 
was then whispering in the ears of 
many, and destroying their sensual 
peace. But their effurts were vain. 
Conscience, awakened by the Spirit 
of God, would speak. It would fol- 
low them in their excursions for 
pleasure ; disturb their minds, and 
disappoint their expectations. All 
this remose of conscience, however, 
did not put a stop to vain recrea- 
tions. The resolution formed on re- 
tiring from a scene of amusement, 


| never to attend another, was swept 
| away by the first temptation. ‘The 


| same scene was reacted ; the same 
| stings of Conscience were again ex- 
| perienced ; the same resolutions a- 





gain formed, and these resolutions 
shared the same fate with those that 
had gone before. No one supposed 
that cthers felt like himself. Each 
concluded that all his companions 
were as stupid, as thoughtless, and 
as happy as they appeared to be. 

In the month of February it was 
found that several indlviduals were 
under deep religious impressions.— 
Toamissionary they expressed clear 
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and distressing views of their sinful, 
deplorable and alarming condition. 

Qn account of the general preva- 
lence of vice and folly among the dit- 
ferent Classes of society, and especi- 
ally among the youth, the friends of 
Zion, in the course of the winter, 
became alarmed. They began to 
awake. A day was set apart for 
fasting and prayer. This day was 
observed by the church about the 
first of March. A missionary at- 
tended and preached on the occa- 
sion. God was pleased to manifest 
himself a God that heareth the pray. 
ers of Zion. Religion soon became 
the topic of common discourse. A- 
pout the first of April, the Spirit of 
God seemed to descend upon the 
place like a mighty shower, and 
swept away the refuges of lies. The 
enemies of God were confounded ; 
the mouths of gainsayers stopped ; 
many were enquiring with great 
anxiety, What shall we do? Some 
soon entertained a nae that they 
had passed from death unto life ; 
while the lately mourning friends of 
Zion beheld with tears of wonder, 
admiration, and joy, the speedy and 
unexpected answer to their prayers. 
Religious meetings were crowded, 
attentive, and solemp. The anxiety 
of many was manifested in their 
countenances while hearing the 
word ; sometimes there was scarce- 
lyatearless eye in the whole assem- 
biy ; sometimes we heard an invol- 
untary sobbing ; somctimes the 
heart-rending sigh. ‘The friends of 
God were animated and greatly en- 
couraged. ‘The expectations of Zi- 
on were raised. Lhe work was 
powerful, but short. The fruits of 
it, however, remain, and i trust will 
remain for ever. 

In the town of Aurora between 20 
and 50 are hopefully the subjects of 
regenerating grace. In Rootstown, 


about the same number ; in Ran- | 


dolph 8 or 10, and individuals in other 
towns. Of those who have obtain- 
ed hopes in this revival about 40 
have become members of the Con- 
gregational or Presbyterian church- 
es. Others will probably soon fol- 
low their example. 

What has been said respecting the 
revivalin Aurora, will apply in most 
respects to the same work tn Roots- 








town. The revival commenced at 
nearly the same time im these two 
places, and in each place the same 
general appearances were exhibit- 
ed. The principal difference is that 
in Rootstown there was less appear- 
ance of vice the preceding winter, 
than in Aurora ; and the number of 
hopeful converts is greater in pro- 
portion to the population than in any 
other town in a” county. 

The exerci88 of those who were 
subjects ef this work were powerful, 
and the effects produced are saluta- 
ry. Previously to obtaining a hope, 
the subjects of the work generally 
experienced clear views of their 
criminality in the sight of a holy 
God. Whenenquired of respecting 
their feelings, they would commenly 
unburden their minds by weeping, 
before any intelligible answer could 
be given. When answers were 
made, they were generally, for sub- 
stance, such as the following: ‘ My 
feelings cannot be described.’ ‘I am 
a great sinner.’ ‘ It seems as if God 
could not pardon my sins.’ ‘ I must 
perish.’ * It is what I deserve.’ After 
the subjects have indulged a hope in 
the divine mercy, through a glorified 
Mediator, there has usually been a 
rejoicing in God; a cordial appro- 
bation of the doctrines of grace, and 
an ardent love for religious duties. — 
One very evident and important ef- 
fect of this work isa revival of fam- 
ily religion. Many families now call 
upon Cod, morning and evening, 
which lately neglected the import- 
ant duty. Parents feel the import- 
ance of training up their children in 
the way they should go. It is very 
evident, that an uninterrupted con- 
tihuance, and a universal diffusion 
of such a blessed work, would cause 
the wilderness to bud and blossom 
as the rose, and the whole earth to 
resound with the high praises of 
God. 

Aurora, Jan. 25, 1813. 
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III. When a minister is settled, 
the next inquiry is, in what manner 
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you ought to treat him ; and how you 
may improve by his ministry in gen- 
eral, so as to derive the greatest ad- 
vantage from it. 

In the treatment of a minister, be 
careful, on the one hand, not to idel- 
ize him; and on the other, not to 
despise and injure him. ‘There is 
real danger of both these extremes ; 
and, as is often the case with ex- 
tremes, the one ?- strong ten- 
dency to produce ui€other. What, 
in the first instance, we over value, 
we are, in the second, prone to con- 
temn and abuse. It has often hap- 

ened since the time ci the apostle 

Paul, that a people who once, 7f zz 
had been fiossibie, would have filuck- 
ed out their own eyes,and have giv- 
en them to their minister,have event- 
ually slandcred him, persecuted him; 
and sought to be separated trom him. 


Dr. Greens Advice and Exhortation. 
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lam pertectly aware, that such is | 


the strong propensity of the mass of 
mankind to express admiration or 
censure, just as their feelings prompt 
them, that there is litle hope of en- 
gaging a large Congregation to act 
with full discretion in the particular 
now considered. But the maiady 
which cannot be cured, tiay suii be 
mitigated. ‘The discreet and con- 
scientious part of a religious society, 
by watching against error them- 
selves, and by using their influence 
steadily with cthers to oppose or cor- 
rect what is wrong, will always pro- 
duce, ia the end, a very considera- 
ble and salutary effect. 

‘he clergy are often reminded by 
the laity, that minisicrs are but men 
—Let them, then, remember their 
own sugzestion, and not load us ei- 
ther with praise or with blame,which 
it belongs not to man to reccive, 
without danger or injury. li your 
minister be popular, he will know it 
sufficiently by indications which can- 
not be concealed. Never, therefore, 
offer him fulsome praises to his face, 
nor utter them to others. If they 
come to his ears, and he be as mo- 
dest and self denied as he ought to 
be, they will only disgust him, and 
if not, they may greatly injure him. 
Give him solid procts of your friend- 
ship and affection—show him that 
you “ esteem him very highly in love, 
for his works’ sake ”’*—by attend- 
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ing diligently on his ministry, and 
endeavoring to profit by it; by re- 
garding his admonitions and advice ; 
by a ready gratification of his rea- 
sonable wishes; by relieving his 
wants and anticipating his necessi- 
ties ; by constant kindness and at- 
tention to him and his family ; by 
assisting him to bear his burthens ; 
by sympathising with him in his af- 
flicuons ; by habitually and earnestly 
praying for him ; by letting him see 
that he bas been the happy instru- 
ment of leading you to the Saviour, 
These are the means by which he is 
to be encouraged, and your aitach- 
ment to him demonstrated. But all 
extolling of his powers and services 
torbear, out of tenderness to him and 
to yourselves, lest you render him 
less estimable, acceptable, and use- 
ful, by undue praise ; and above all, 
lest you offeni Gop, by giving toa 
creature what belongs to himself 
alone. If you idolize your minister, 
your sin may be punished by your 
being permitted to admire him, with- 
out receiving any real profit to your 
souls. Among the causes of spiritual 
barrenness, we may probably num- 
ber the improper estimation of means 
and mstruments, to the forgetfulness 
that it is only * God who giveth the 
increase.”’ When the Corinthians 
said * “Tam of Paul, and I of 
Apoilos, and I of Cephas, and I of 
Christ,” they needed and received 
the severe rebuke of an apostle. 
Recoliect, also, on the other hand, 
that unjust censure of the ministers 
of the gospel, as well as an excessive 
estimation of them, is offensive to 
their master, and may draw upon 
you the manifestation of his displea- 
sure. Ifa mimster of the gospel be 
vicious, or act in any way altogether 
inconsistently with his sacred office, 
seek to have him deposed or disci- 
plined at once ; and I rejoice to say 
that, in the present state of our 
church, I think you will not seek it in 
vain. If he has been, in your opin- 
ion, indiscreet, or negligent, or un- 
faithful, or in any respect blameable, 
in a particular instance, let some 
individual go to him privately, and 
tell him frankly what is thought to 
be wrong in his conduct—Tell him 
with respect, tenderness, and affec- 
mgt 
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tion, mingled with fidelity and plain- 
ness. In many cases, probably, he 
will be able to satisfy you that you 
had less cause of offence, than you 
had supposed ; and in some, that you 
had judged him altogether errone- 
ously, through ignorance or mistake. 
Tf he shall have been really to blame, 
you will have taken the most proper 
method to reform him ; and if of a 
right temper, he will certainly not 
only correct his error, but thank and 
love you for your faithfulness and 
friendship. But beware of scatter- 
ing indiscriminate reflections on your 
minister, to the diminution or de- 
struction of his influence with his 

ople. Remember that the credit 
of religion itself, and the success of 
the gospel, are connected with res- 
ect for the ministerial character. 
Vill your chiidren,or others whomay 
respect your opinions, be likely, do 
youthink, to derive benefit from the 
instructionsof a man, whomtheyshall 
hear you frequently condemning and 
reproaching ? Or is it probable that 
you will yourselves,* ** receive with 
meekness, the ingrafted word which 
is able to save your souls” from one, 
over whom you are in the habit of 
erecting yourselves into haughty 
censors ; or towards whom you are 
continually induiging in fault-finding, 
and in severe remarks on his per- 
formances, actions and character ? 
Avoid, then, as injurious to your- 
selves, your family and friends—as 
cruel and unjust to your minister, 
and as highly offensive to the Sav- 
iour himself, all groundless and un- 
necessary censures of him who is 
piaced over you in the Lord. Make 
a reasonable allowance even for real 
blemishes, imperfections, deficien- 
cies and mistakes. Consider that 
your pastor’s office is extremely ar- 
duous and difficult, as well as that 
it unavoidably exposes him to such 
a general and rigorous scrutiny, that 
all the real friends of religion should 
rather be his advocates than his ac- 
Cusers. Recollect too, that we are 
allfar more disposed to lay blame on 
another than on ourselves, and that 
it is by no means improbable, that 
the fault which you will sometimes 
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be ready to find with your pastor, 
you ought rather to have found with 
yourselves—with your own temper, 
wrong feelings, or improper expec- 
tations. 

There are two or three sources 
from which misunderstandinys and 
dissatisfactions, relative to the cler- 
gy, are so apt to arise in a congre- 
gation in this city, that it may be 
proper to notice them distinctly. 

1, The trequency of publicpreach- 
ing. That numsters of the gospel 
may be slothful and negligent in this 
particular, and that they who are 
laborious on the whole, may some- 
times be blameably deficient in in- 
dustry and exertion, I am not dispo- 
sed to deny ; nor would 1 be the apo- 
logist either of the one class or the 
other. Kut the truth is, the mass of 
the people do not know, and it is not 
easy to make them understand, how 
much time is necessary to a suitable 
preparation for the pulpit ; nor how 
many Calls of duty and interruptions 
of study in a populous city, reduce 
the time which their minister can 
devote to such preparation, within a 
small compass indeed. ‘hey usu- 
ally, therefore, expect more preach- 
ing from a clergyman than it is prac- 
ticable for him to perform. The 
case is particularly hard and embar- 
rassing to a young minister. The 
late venerable Dr. Witherspoon, 
whose opinions on ministerial duty 
certainly deserved the highest re- 
gard, said to me when I was coming 
into your service—* In ordinary cir- 
cumstances, never neglect, while you 
are young, to write one sermon ina 
week—and never attempt to write 
more than one, for if you do, you will 
spoil them all. If you must preach 
twice, let once be without writing, 
and with little study ; otherwise, in- 
stead of doing all well, you will do 
nothing well.” 

To a young clergyman, then, you 
ought to show much indulgence in 
the article of preaching ; for if he 
neglect diligent study and laborious 

reparation for the pulpit in youth, 
th he and you will probably regret 

it sorely to the end of his life. For 
two or three years after entering on 
his ministry, donot expect from him 
statedly, unless he voluntarily offer 
it, more than “a public performan- 
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ces ina week. As he advances in 
age and experience, your expecta- 
tions may reasonably increase : and 
after a number of years he may, if 
his health permit, preach as fre- 
quently as you may desire to hear 
him. But the health of your pastor 
ought always to be an object of your 
regard, as well as of his own.—If it 
be feebie, make candid allowances 
for it ; if it be vigorous, or comfort- 
able, you have a right toexpect that 
his services willbe more numerous 
and with fewer interruptions. 

2. Pastoral visitation is ancther 
portion of ministerial duty, in regard 
to which the complaint in congrega- 
tions is so general, that Inever knew 
but 2 single minister—an aged man, 
who in the last years of his lite, de- 
voted nearly his whole time to visit- 
ing—who did as much of it as his 
people desired. There certainly has 
deen no part of my duty as a pastor, 
in which I have so little satished my- 
self asin this; and in which, a!so, 

believe that I have so little satisfied 
vou. Yet Icantruly say. that I have 
always appreciated it highly, and 
that the anxieties I have felt, the re- 
solutions I have formed, the plans I 
have devised, and the exertions I 


. - - 
have made, to perform it more ef- 


dectually, have neither been slight 
nor few.* There are several obsta- 
cles to the full discharge of this duty, 
in this place, not to be easily sur- 
nfounted or removed. Many ear- 
nestly desire to have their clergy- 
men call on them often, as a friend 
or companion, who would never wish 
tosee him enter their doors on a visit 


i s 


*4 consideration which had much 
influence in determining me to enter 
on that course of frublic catechetical 
iec:ures which I have continued 
through two seasons, was, that this 
qould be a substitute for family vis- 
tiation and catechising—that in this 
qway I could do what was equivalent 
to catechising all the youth of my 
charge, with many of their parents, 
once a week, for half the year.— 
There is nothing I more regret in 
leaving you, than that I leave this 
course of lectures incomplete—Pos- 
sidly it may ves _ and the 


whole be fiublished. 
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strictly pastoral ; that is, to catechise 
the family, to inquire into their reij- 
gious knowledge and the state of 
their souls, and to address them se- 
riously on their eternal Concerns. 
Yet such, or similar visits, a clergy- 
man is chiefly bound to pay. His 
time is too precious to devote much 
of it to ceremony and sociality. A 
few hours, occasionally, he may pro- 
perly employ in calls or visits of 
mere civility and friendship ; for 
these may have their use, not only 
in relaxing his own mind, but also in 
| gaining the affections of his parish- 
joners. But those who have no cis- 
| position to see their pastor on the er- 
| rands that are the most proper to 
‘his office, have the least reason of 

ali to complain of him for the want 
‘of attentions of another kind ; and 
' yet these commonly are the very per- 
| sons whoare most disposed to clam- 
| or against him for not visiting his 
| people. 

But the occupations mostly pursu- 
ed by those who live in this city, 
and the manner in which the sever- 
al members of a family are obiiged 
to spend their time, are, 1m fact, al- 
most incompatible with regular pas- 
toral visitation. Many families can 
neither intermit their busmess, nor 
be seen together, except in the eve- 
ning—when visits are generally in- 
convenient toa minister ‘The most 
which seems to be practicable, is, 
that your pastor should see you in 
seasons of affliction, sickness and 
confinement ; at times when some 
of the family are known to be under 
serious impressions of reiigion ; and 
when providential occurrences, of 
whatever kind, may give you a spe- 
cial claim on his attention. If on 
such occasions you shall perform 
| your own duty, by letting him know 
what is the state of your household, 
he will ordinarily be able and desi- 
rous to visit you. And if my suc- 
cessor, or late colleague, shall be a- 
ble to organize a system of regular 
family visitation and catechetical in- 
struction, I shall, should I live to 
know it, rejoice in it with all my 
heart. But you must not forget that 
this cannot be effected without your 
consent and co-operation, and that 
till it be done, your expectations ot 
visits from your pastors ought to be 
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Jimited by the bounds which I have 
inticated. In the mean time you 
will recollect, that the constant op- 
portunities which you have for the 

enerai catechising of your children, 
ee favorable circumstances:n which 
youare placed for deriving religions 
knowledge from books and conver- 
sation, the privileges you enjoy in re- 
ligious societies and conicrences, and 
from the numerous public services 
on which you may Conveniently at- 
tend, both on sacred and secular 
days, are, to say the least, a full e- 
quivalent for the want of that family 
catechising, which Congregations o- 
therwise circumstanced more need, 
and sometimes receive. 

3. The last cause of complaint, 
which I prape to notice, is, the 
occasional absences of your minister 
for ‘he recruiting of his health and 
spirits. ‘Chat under color of such 
absences, abuses may be practised, 
is not to be questioned. At the same 
time, you ought to be sensible, for it 
is certainly a truth, that there is not 
one man in a hundred who has a 
constitution to bear the life of a stu- 
dent and pastor in your city, without 
intervals of relaxation, and occa- 
sional excursions in travelling, to re- 
store his wasted strength. ‘The du- 
ties of a faithful minister here, bear 
harder on the animal functions, than 
the occupatians of the day laborer, 
the mechanic or the merchant. The 
absences contemplated will, moreo- 
ver, be useful to your minister, and 
eventually to yourselves, by the op- 
pertunitieswhich they will afford him 
of enlarging his acquaintance with 
men of piety and science, of seeing 
the habits and customs of different 

laces, and of extending generally his 

nowledge of saehishas know- 
ledge as important to a minister of 
the gospel as that of almost any oth- 
er description. A moderate allow- 
ance for such absences, therefore, 
you ought to make, without com- 
plaint or reluctance. 

_ On reviewing the three last par- 
ticulars, I am very sensible that, 
while they are important to direct 
you in the treatment of your pastor, 
they are capable of perversion b: 
him—But there is nothing whic 
may not be perverted ; and I hope 
you will never have a pastor capa- 





ble of using what was intended for 
his benefit, to screen him fror de- 
served censure, or to assist hin) in 
the practice of imposition. A man 
disposed to do this, would be likely 
to be soon banished from the minis- 
try altogether. Every worthy min- 
ister of the gospel will incline to the 
extreme of over exertion, rather 
than to that of indulgence. He will 
often be disposed to regret that he 
cannot do much more than he finds 
to be practicable, in a cause so good 
as that in which he is engaged, and 
for a master who has such high and 
iender claims as the one whom he 
serves. 

In order to your improvement un- 
der the ministrations of your pastor, 
1 recommend a careful attention to 
the following things. 

1. Expect and desire him to de- 
clare to you “ all the counsel of God.” 
Do not indulge a wish that he should 
keep back, conceal, or disguise, any 
part of the revealed system. Be wil- 
ling that he should bring it all for- 
ward, and in all its strenyth....provi- 
ded that he does it with suitable ex- 
planations and in just proportion, 
dwelling most on those topics which 
are most important and most prac~ 
tical. Never quarrel with your min- 
ister for dealing plainly with you 
from the pulpit, and endeavoring 
to come as Closely as he can to your 
consciences and hearts. Remem- 
ber that he is bound to do this, both 
that he may delivey his own soui 
and be instrumental to your salva- 
tion. Ifhe shall avoid coarseness and 
vulgarity, (which he ought to do as 
a matter of duty as well as taste,) 
he cannot be too plain, practical and 
pungent, in his addresses. Let it be 
deeply imprinted on your minds, 
that it is not to be amused or enter- 
tained, it is not merely to be instruct- 
ed, that you hear the gospel—it is 
that your souls may be saved. Alas! 
what would it avial you, though your 
pastor were as wise and as eloquent 
as Paul, if he were not honored to 
win your souls to Christ. Oh, that 
my successor may be far happier in 
this respect than I have ever been! 
Oh, that he may see many seals of 
his ministry, beyond what I] have 
witnessed! And that this may be 
realized,be not wanting to yourselves 
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—honestly, heartily and wholly,seek 
to be made wiser and better, when- 
ever you hear him preach. 

2. Do not treat Both your pastor 
and yourselves so unjustly, as not to 
attend constantly and regularly on 
his preaching. It is not in human 
nature to speak with earnestness to 
deserted seats. You, therefore, not 
only sustain a loss yourselves, but 
you sink the heart of your minister, 
and disserve those who are present, 
when you are unnecessarily absent 
from church. Against that most un- 
christian custom, which has begun 
to shew itself among you, of neglect- 
ing public worship in the afternoon 
of the Lord’s day, 1 desire here to 
enter m edaned testimony. It has 
its foundation unque-tionably in the 
love of sensual indulgence and con- 
formity to the world ; and so long 
as any individual allows himself in 
it, I seriously affirm that I have very 
little expectation that he will profit 
by the morning service, on which he 
attends. A conscientions, careful, 
praverful, and constant attendance 
on public worship, I do most ear- 
nestly recommend to you ail, as you 
value your eternal well-being. And 
though I must not dwell upon it, yet 
I cannot be content without urging, 
in a word, upon those who have not 

et approached to the table of the 
rd, not to withdraw from the 
church during the administration of 
the holy sacrament of the supper, 
but to remain till the conclusion of 
the solemnity, and reverently to me- 
ditate on what they witness. ‘Thou- 
sands have dated their first deep 
and effectual impressions of religion, 
from what they saw and heard at 
the Lord’s tale, before they had 
ever been admitted to it as cominu- 
nicants. 

3. Recéive the private admoni- 
tions, and even rebukes of your pas- 
tor, suitably administered in the dis- 
charge of his official duty, with tem- 

er, candor, submission and thank- 
ulness. To admonish, reprove and 
rebuke individuals, is an undertaking 
to which a gospel minister is com- 
monly disposed to be sufficiently re- 
Juctant, without any special discour- 
agement. Yet it is one which he is 
not permitted wholly to refuse ; and 
‘when seasonably, discrectly;tenderly 
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andfaithfully performed, it may, be 
of the greatest use.—It may under 
the divine blessing, save asoul which 
might otherwise be lust. View it, 
therefore, notas an insult, but as it is 
in reality, an instance and proof of the 
truest and highest iriendship ; and 
be persuaded that you will act, not 
meanly and pusillanimously, but no- 
bly and wisely, as well as dutifully, 
in meekly receiving and profiting by 
* the wounds of a friend.”—Open 
rebuke is better than secret love.”* 
4. Fail not to send your children 
statedly to receive the catechetical 
instructions of your pastor. Prepare 
them for these instructions at home, 
by carefully governing, teaching and 
praying’ with them, according to 
your solemn baptismal vows ; and 
as recollecting what I have often in- 
culcated, that family government, 
family instruction, and family re- 
ligion, are the only sure and solid 
foundations of all that is excellent 
either in church or state. With 
much regret I have observed that 
there has been, for a year or two 
past, a lamentable and increasing 
remissness in the duty of sending 
your children to be taught their cat- 
echism, and those little forms of de- 
votion which have been prepared 
for their use. The cause of this, as 
Tam satisfied that I do not mistake 
it, I must not forbear to expose.—It 
is the criminal neglect of parents to 
teach their children in their own 
fainilies, Giving them little mnstruc- 
tion there, they are at first ashamed 
toexpose their own unfaithfulness 
and their childrens’ ignorance, by 
sending them into pubilc ; and after- 
wards they lose, by degrees, all 
sense of obligation and regard to the 
duty till at last they omit it wholly, 
without compunction or concern. 
Believe me, the guilt and the dan- 
ger of thisis truly alarming, with 
respect both to yourselves and your 
offspring. Perform to them, there- 
fore, your own personal duty, and 
you will be willing and desirous to 
ive your pastor the opportunity of 
pertibesingy his. Send “4 him, inn 
ully and punctually these lambs of 
the flock, that he may add his en- 
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deavors toyour own, in yy to 
direct and guide them to the fold 
of eternal safety and rest. ; 

5, Remember your pastor in all 
your prayerse How often does the 
great aposile of the gentiles repeat 
the injunction--“* Brethren, pray for 
us” He felt constantly the necessi- 
ty of being aided by the devout sup- 
plications of all the faithful : And if 
such was the fact in regard to him, 
with all his extraordinary furniture 
and endowments, what must be the 
feelings of every inferior and ordina- 
ry minister of the gospel, who has a- 
ny right views of his work and his 
necessities? He will assuredly most 
earnestly desire, as he will most ur- 
gently need, your unceasing pray- 
ers ; and vou will incur the guilt of 
no common neglect, if you do not 
prefer your petitions to God con- 
santly and ardently in his behalf, 
Negiect in this particular, may, also, 
be most injurious to yourselves ; for 
your pastor’s labors however faith- 
ful, and abundant, will do you no 
good, unless God confer his blessing 
on them ; and it is only in answer to 
prayer that you havea right to ex- 
pect the blessing. herefore, pray 
for your pastor and for the success 
of his ministrations—I had almost 
said—whenever you pray for your- 
Selves. 

And here you will permit me to 
put ina request, that I may still be 
specially remembered in your ad- 
dresses to God, though my pastoral 
relation to you be dissolved. Give 
me this proof of your attachment 
and affection, and I will esteem it as 
the most precious which I could re- 
ceive. Pray that] may be directed, 


assisted and blessed, in the ardu- 


ous trust which I am about to as- 
sume, and for the right execution of 
which I feel that I need both wis- 
dom and strength which can come 
from God alone.—Pray that I may 
be made the humble instrument of 
promoting our Redeemer’s cause to 
the end of my days ; and that then, 
through his infinite merits and pre- 
valent intercession, I may be permit- 
ted toenter on “ the rest which re- 
muaineth for the people of God.” 


(70 be concluded in our mext.) 


* 





Some account of the impressions on 
the mind of George Parsons, ae 
apfifieared from his conversation, 
a short time before, and in his last 
illness. 


Mr. George Parsons was born at 
Enfield, Aug. 14th, 1787, of respect- 
able parents; and died December 
14th, 1812, at the age of 25 years 
and 4 months. He was dedicated 
to God in baptism, while an infant. 
The importance of religion was 
taught him from his ny to riper 
years ; but with no other visible ef- 
fects, than those which respect mo- 
rality. fie was moral and regular 
in his life and conversation, remark- 
ably constant at public worship, and 
attentive when in the house of God. 
But the seed that was early sown, 
sprung up in due time. On the 
morning after he had spent the pre- 
ceding evening in mirth and dancing, 
in his usual health, he solemnly de- 
clared to his wife, that he would 
never again set his foot on the floor 
to dance. “It is time,” said he, 
“* for you and I to attend to our bi- 
bles.” ‘These observations may 
shew every one, that dancing and 
religious impressions on the mind 
are so perfectly inconsistent with 
each other, that one or the other 
will be dismissed. 

The night following, he was taken 
ill, and as he was full of bodily pain, 
he said very little: as he drew 
nearer to the close of life, strength 
seemed to be given him ; his tongue 
was loosed, and he spoke in solemn 
language to all who were prescnt. 
Among the first questions which 
were asked him, was this, whether 
any thing troubled his mind ; he re- 
plied, **a sick bed is a poor place 
for repentance.” ‘The Saturday be- 
fore his death, which took place ear- 
ly on the morning of the succeeding 
Monday, he repeated the words, “a 
sick bed is a poor place for repent- 
ance.” He appeared then to be 
much alarmed concerning himself, 
and viewed his exit near at hand.— 
During the Sabbath he appeared to 
be often in prayer, and to be fervent 
in his petitions that he might be spa- 
red, yet a little while: then in car- 
nest, and with apparent fervency, 
he would prav for his soul. On Sal~ 
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bath evening he did, as he express- 
ec it, most carnestly beg for his poor 
never-dying soul, that it might be 
cleansed, in that blood which was 
shed tor poor sinners like me. As 
his time was short, he seemed to 
have uncommon strength given him. 
He most fervently begged that he 
might not have that sentence pro- 
nounced upon him—dejart: “ but 
Oh,” he cried, “that i may be of that 
happy number to whom it shall be 
said, Come ye blessed.—O Jesus, 
Lamb of God, receive mc into thine 
arms of mercy.” 

When he was asked how he felt, 
he observed, that he had prayed 
with ail his heart and soul, and 
thought he felt some relief, for if we 
come to Christ with a penitent heart, 
he will forgive. Then he enquired 
of his mother, who sat by him, how 
Christians felt, (meaning when in 
the exercise of religion,) and when 
answered, he replied, “how happy 
do | teel while I am taking with 
= He appeared at that time to 

>in ecstacies of joy, and exclaimed, 
“Glory to God in the highest, I shall 
be with him in glory, and join with 
all the redeemed in that new song 
which is sung in heaven. I am anx- 
ious to go now.” 

Afcer a moment’s pause, he turn- 
ed, and, in «a most tender and af- 
fectionate manner, took leave of his 
dear companion, and all his friends, 
and said, ** | am going into the evern- 
al world ; I bid you all a lone—a long 
farewell.” And then most solemnly 
warned and exhorted them to pre- 
pare to follow him, and meet their 
God. He said to them, “ look at 
me, what a spectacle I am upon a 
dying bed. I wish once more to go 
home, to warn the people in that 
neizhborhood.* I would warn them 
with tears in my eyes, to seek the 
Lord while he may be found. O,these 
priests that go about preaching that 
doctrine, it will not do for a death 
bed ; they must prepare to meet 
their God.”+ He then, in a most 

—<=——— 

* He and his wife went to visit 
her mother, there he was taken sick, 
and died a few miles from home. 

1 By these priests it is sufifosed 
he meant universalists, because one 
of them had lately preached in his 
netehborhood. 
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feeling manner, Called upon all a- 
round him to seek first the kingdom 
of God—*“ Behold,” said he, “ now 
is the accepted time, behold, now js 
the day of salvation. Seek the Lord 
while he may be found, cail upon 
him while he is near.” He urged 
upon his beloved wife, with a dyin 
pathos, to prepare for death. Do 
not put it off—begin now—do pro- 
mise me that you will not put off the 
present time, but that you wili be- 
gin now, for it is an accepted time— 
harden not your heart. With the 
same zeal] he urged on all by-stand- 
ers an immediate preparation for 
death--not to delay any longer--time 
was short, but precious—harden not 
your hearts. 

At this moment, (for his moments 
were few,) a ray of light seeme: to 
dart through his soul, give it new 
life, and filied his mouth with the 

raises of God and the Lamb, say- 
ing, “Glory, glory to God who sits on 
the throne : hailelujah to the Lamb 
siain from the foundation of the 
world, to save sinners.” In connex- 
ion with this joy and happiness, 
which he seemed to experience, he 
began and sung a part of the hymn, 
* tiavk trom the tumbs,” but his 
strength and breath sensibly tailed 
him, and continued to do, till his 
pulses were gone, his breath depart- 
ed, and fond nature ceased her strife 


{In the last Number of this Maga- 
zine we published Letters from 
Mr. Nott, transmitted to us by the 
Rev. Mr. Nott, his father, of 
Franklin. As the public anxiety 
is great to know the true state of 
the Eastern Missions, we have 
extracted the following Letters 
from the Panoplist, giving more 
full information on this wet) 

De 


“ Calcutta, August 21, 1812. 
“ Rev. and dear Sir, 


TurouGu the goodness of God 
we are enabled to tell you of our 
arrival in India, and of our general 
health and prosperity. He has pre-. 
served us from the dangers of 
the sea, and hitherto from those of 
the climate ; and we feel the rea- 
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gon that we have to thank God and , an English colony. To which may 
- take courage. You will doubtiess | be added the assistance and protec- ii 
n have received accounts from breth- | tion offerec to us by his Exceilency tj 
V ren Neweil and sudson, befire the | the Governor of that Island, when i 
Is arrival ot this, and have learnt the | we were there, provided we would ey 
d course they were obliged to take. | undertake a mission to Madagascar. 
n Since we have been here, we have | This circunistance had led our 
d heen cngaged in the process with the | minds to consider this place while ms 
4 government, through which they | we were there, as you will learn by KY 
0 have passed. We were yesterday | our letter which we then wroie ; 4 
4 summoned to the police ; and today | and we now think we see in our be- 5 
e we obeyed, and received from the | ing sent thither, in the various cir- 
“ government an order to leave the cumstances which attended us, in 
. country in the ship Harmony, in | the destination of the other brethren, 
. which we came, and were inform- | and in the immense difficulties which 
, ed that the captain would be refused | lie in the way of our fornier plans, 
, a clearance till he had given the | the finger of Providence pointing us 
. government satisfaction, that he | to a place which we had not chosen, 
would take us away. About an | necessitous in itse/f, and opening to 

hour afterwards we handed to the | the vicw of Christian benevolence, 
. officer of the pelice the foilowing | likewise, a much wider scene of 
a paper : Pagan and Mahomedan misery. 
f *“Qur reasons for making this 
. “ To the Honorable the Gcvernor | choice and for giving up our former 
* General in Council. intentions, and those fields of labor, 
. We the undersigned, passengers | which the Commissicners have more 
q lately arrived in the ship Harmony, | particularly looked at, we shall here- 
‘ having received an order to depart | after more fully detail. 
P out of the countrv on board the same * Should Providence on our arri- 
y ship, beg leave tostate, that agreea- | val at the Isle of France open a 
, bly to our intention, stated at the | better prospect, than that which we 
‘ police on our arrival, of leaving the | have before us, (for instance, that of 
1 Company’s dominions, we request | beginning to give the Gospel to East- 
the liberty to depart by the earliest | ern Africa,) we shall feel free to de- 
. opportunity for the Isle of France, | cide, and shall be at the place from 
4 and that therefore the Harmony | which, of all others, it will be the 
) may not be refused a clearance on | easiest to go to any part of the 

our account. L Rick, Eastern World. 

5. Nott, “ At present we must wish you to 
G. HAL.” direct your letters. &c. to the Bap- 

; tist brethren at Serampore, by 
’ “ This petition, as far as we can | whom we are treated in the most 
. judge, will be favorably answered, | Cordial manner. We feel it neces- 
f 40 that vou will perceive that our , Sary to mention the great expenses 
first object will be the Isle of France, which in the present state of our 
f whither brethren Judson and New- | affairs we must necessarily incur, 
el! had before obtained permission to | and the need we shall be in of re- 
go. As to our future a we mittances from America. T he rout 
have now time to say but little ; and | too, by which we shail receive com- 


hope ina few days to write you 
again. It will be sufficient at pre- 
sent to state, that our eyes fix upon 
Madagascar, a field immense in ex- 
tent, totally unacquainted with the 
Gospel, to which no others are in- 
tending a Christian mission, (Dr. 
Vanderkemp being dead, )andwhich 
isattended with many facilities from 
its adjacency to, and constant inter- 
course with, the Isle of France, now 





munications from America, will be 
long, as we must receive them thro’ 
Serampore in our present unsettled 
state. We trust that whatever is 
sent forth will not be misapplied by 
us, and that the bounty of the people 
of God in our native land will be 
richly compensated by the success 
of his Gospel in the Eastern world. 
Pray that we may labor with dili- 
gence, and wait with faith and pa- 
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tience. With the most carnest 
prayers for you, Sir, and the Board 
of Commissioners, we remain, Rev. 
Sir, yours, &c. 
SAMUEL NotT, jr. 
Gorpon HALL, 
LuTHER RICE. 


Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. 
Cor. Secretary.” 


The following extracts are taken 
from letters written by Mr. Rice to 
his brother. 


“ Calcutta, Aug. 21,1812. 
** Dear Brother, 


From the Isle of France to this 
place I was most of the time slightly 
il. Here I have been ill and under 
the hands of the physician ; but am 
now better, and see nothing but that 
I may enjoy atolerably good state of 
health. I wrote along letter to you 
from the Isle of France, (which, 
however, I sunpose you have not yet 
received, ) in which lgaveanaccount 
of our passage to that place, and of 
the prospects then before us.” (Mr. 
Rice then gives the same account 
which 1s printed above in the joint 
letter of the brethren. ] 

“The missionaries at Serampore, 
I mean Messrs. Carey, Marshman, 
and Ward, appear to be reall 
most excellent men. Under God, 
they have certainly done most won- 
derful things. ‘This mission promis- 
es most extensive and lasting good 
to all this eastern world. By these 
men, as instruments, the Lord ap- 
pears to be giving his Word to ma- 
ny populous nations ; and who can 
say, how soon the company of those 
who fiublish it will be great ? 

“« Of the idolatry of the natives I 
have little to say. I am too much 
occupied about our own Concerns to 

ay much attention to it at present. 
pe their pagodas, or temples, as I 
pass them. Sometimes I observe 
the people performing religious cer- 
emonies. . 

“ Do not fail to write, if you hear 
of any vessel sailing to this place. 
Direct your letters to the care of 
Dr. Carey, Serampore, and they 
will reach me in any part of this 
eastern world. 

* My dear brother, live to the 


American Missionaries. 





| Mane, 


Lord ; take diligent and kind care 
of our parents ; and do all you can 
for the religious benefit of your be- 
loved family.” 

Aug. 28. 

‘“* By the enclosed you will per- 
ceive, that we had been ordered by 
government to return to America in 
the ship Harmony, and that we had 
petitioned for permission to go tothe 
Isle of France. We have since re- 
ceived an answer granting our re- 
quest ; consequentiy we are making 
our calculations and preparations for 
that island; and, indeed, I hoped to 
have sailed before now, but have not 
been able to procure a passage. It 
is said, however, to be very danger- 
ous going from this place, at this 
season ; nor will it Cease to be dan- 
gerous tll the monsoons change, 
which will not take place till the last 
of October. I wished to have gone 
before now, because it is the un- 
healthy season here, and the healthy 
season there, and because at that 
place I] couki be increasing my know- 
ledge of the French language, which 
I] think would aid me in acquiring 
that of Madagascar. Indeed, vari- 
ous Consider:uions render it import- 
ant to go soon; and I shall endeavor 
to do so, notwithstanding the danger 
of the present season, esteeming it 
always safe to be in the path of 
duty. 

“ The natives of this country are 
really a most curious set of people. 
Whatever may have been said of 
their supineness, or of their appa- 
rent want or debility of intellect, itis 
granted on all hands, that no people 
equal them in cheating ; especially 
in Jittle things. 

“‘] have seen but one instance of 
self-torture, and that of so moderate 
a character, compared with some o- 
thers, that here it would scarcely be 
noticed. It was a man lying with his 
back on the groun«, having one fist 
clenched, and hoiding in the other 
hand a brick of the size of those in 
your chimney, and smiting his naked 
breast with the brick and his fist al- 
ternately ; and apparently with such 
violence as must put an end to his 
miserable life. The sight was shock- 
ing, and I passed on.” 

** There are laborers, mechanics, 
&c.of almost every kind; but scarce- 
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iy any one can be found, who does | 
several kinds of business. Servants, | 
as they are of particular casts, will 
only do particular things. One will 
not touch a tallow candle ; another 
wil] not empty the water from awash 
howl; and so of all other things ; 
and none of them will eat the pro- 
yision which has been dressed for 
an Englishman’s table.” 

“Sept. 2d. It is now two daysover 
three weeks since I landed here, and 
though I have watched with broth- 
er Nott half of each of the two last | 
nights, my health is better, I think, | 
than when I came onshore. Brother 
Nott has been sick about a week, | 
and has been brought pretty low ; | 
and, in mv opigion, it was through 
the unskilfulness of the physician 
who first attended him. An able 
one now attends him ; and we think 
him evidently getting becter ” 

“ It will probably strike you with 
surprise, and somewhat like a disap- 
ointment, that we have fixed upon 

Aadagascar for the place of our mis- 
sionary labors; but the leadings of 
Providence are, I think, evidently 
towards that island. The Burmah 
empire, upon which we so much 
calculated before leaving America, 
does not here present any promising 
aspect. he very possibility of our 








being able to live there in any char- 
acter whatever is extremely ques- 
tionable. It is said, that should we 
attempt to go up the river, we should 
be immediately taken up as spies, 
and put to death. The English resi- 
dents at Rangoon, I understand,have 
mostly, or all, left the place. But 
without going into detail of their in- 
ternal commotions, and the very san- 
guinary nature of their government, 
it 1s sufficient to take the single fact 
of the Baptist. mission at Rangoon. 
After an effort of four or five years, 
involving anexpense of at least 25,000 
rupees,* it has entirely failed. One 
of the missionaries, Mr. Chater, has 
left the place, and is gone to Ceylon. 
‘Though he had the language well, 
he never dared to preach a single 
sermon to the Burmahs. The other, 
Mr. Felix Carey, though jong en- 
Geared to them by his medical skill, 
—<=——. 
* A rupee, at the common rate of 
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and though he had married a Bur- 
mah lady, very narrowly escaped 
with his life, by fleeing on board an 
English ship. He has since gone on 
shore again, and may possibly con- 
tinue there ; but can do nothing asa 
Missionary, except at translating the 
Bible. Our narrow resources will 
not cover the expense, nor will the 
responsibiity of our present situation 
permit us to run the hazard of at- 
tempting a mission to such a piace ; 
especially while another field of more 
hopeful prospect is within our view. 
From all the territorries of the East 
India Company we are shut out by 
government.” 

** Providence seems to have hedg- 
ed up our way in every direction but 
one, and that appears to be perfect- 
ly open. ‘The isle of France has 
much communication with the other 
British possessions, and some com- 
munication with America. It has, 
also, much communication with Ma- 
dagascar. Considering the latitude 
of the island, between 12 and 26 de- 
grees south, and that the interior is 
hilly, or even mountainous, I have 
ne doubt that Madagascar enjovs a 
good climate. It is one of the lar- 
gest, and is said to be one of the fi- 
nest islands in the world. ‘The in- 
habitants are estimated by some geo- 

raphers at 4,000,000. I have no 

oubt this estimate is too high If 
half, or even one fourth of that num- 
ber should be found there, they must 
constitute an object worth the atten- 
tion of Christians. So faras we have 
been able to obtain information, the 
same language is spoken throughout 
the island. However, should it please 
(sod to carry us thither, we may find 
things very different from what we 
now expect. It is extremely diffi- 
cult to obtain satisfactory intorma- 
tion respecting things at a distance. 
Nor is it easy for strangers to judge 
correctly upon a short or superficial 
acquaintance.” 

“Toendeavor toextend the know- 
ledge of Christ among the heathen 
is undoubtedly right. It is the Lord’s, 
not mine, to determine, whether such 
endeavors shall be successful or not. 
To Him would I cheerfully commit 
myself, my brethren, and the mis- 
sionary Cause.” 





exchange, is worth 2s, 3d. sterling. 


Vor. VI. No. 3. 


** Sept. 5. My health now appears 
P 
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to be pretty good. Brother Nott is 
getting betier. I hope we shall be 
getting away to the Isle of France 
before long. Remember me very 
affectionately to our parents.” 


In a letter to Mr. Armstrong,writ- 
ten by Mr. Rice, dated September 
Ath, it is stated, that Mr. Thompson, 
a chaplain at Madras, was at the 
Isle of France for the benefit of his 


health when the brethren were there | 


on their outward passage, and that 


he strongly recommended Madagas- | 


car to them as a missionary station, 


It wiil be recollected that the vene- | 
rable Dr. Vanderkemp was earnest- | 
ly desirous, for several years before 
his death, of establishing a mission | 


ontiat island. For his judgment in 
this case, we entertain a profound 
respect; though at this distance we 
cannot pretend to judge with confi- 
dence, as to the relative claims of 
different countries in the heathen 
world. Doubtless they who estab- 
jish, or endeavor to establish, a mis- 
sion by which the true Gospel shall 
be preached in any of these coun- 
tries, will do an acceptable service 
to God. What part each mission is 
hereafier to take m the great work 
of evangelizing the world cannot be 
known to men, till after his Provi- 
cence shall have developed his holy 
counsels. 

We are still unable to conjecture 
the reason why the letters, which 
the brethren are now known tohave 
written by the Francis, have never 
arrived. Many letters, which were 
sent from Calcutta by that ship, were 
received by merchants in Salem, 
Boston, and other places, at the time 
stated in our last. Since that time, 
the cargo and part of the crew of the 
Francis have reached Salem, in the 
brig Levant. Still the letters from 
the missionaries have not been re- 
ceived. 

Ali the brethren, it seems, went to 
Serampore, immediately on their 
arrival, as was expected. ‘They 
were received very cordially by the 
Baptist missionaries, From letters 
written to the Rev. Dr. Worcester, 
as Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board, by Mr. Judson, we learn that 
a complete change had taken place 
in his sentiments, and those of his 
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wife on the subject of baptism ; that 
he communicated his views on that 
su'yect to the Baptists, for the first 
time, on the 27th of August, and at 
the same time requested baptism for 
himself and wife ; that an answer 





was received, from which they ex- 
pected tobe baptized at Calcutta, on 
the first Sabbath (the 7th day) of 
September ; that on consulting his 
brethren, they gave it as their opin- 
ion, that his change of sentiments 
rendered it incompatible, that he 
should be their fellow laborer in the 
new mission which they contempla- 
ted ; that he, also, considered it in- 
compatible that he should continue 
in the service of the Board, and sup- 
posed the Board would consider it 
| so too, as he could not comply with 
the instructions of the Prudential 
Committee, by administering bap- 
tism to “credible believers and their 
households.” 

From the same source we learn, 
that Dr. Marshman had obtained 
leave of government for the twoBap- 
tist brethren, (Messrs. Johns and 
Lawson, ) who sailed from Philadel- 
phia in the Harmony, to reside at 
Serampore, until the will of the Di- 
rectors should be known. As this 
will cannot be known under a year 
or two, and as the charter of the 
East India Company must, in the 
mean time, either be renewed by 
act of Parliament, or expire, this 
temporary admission may be con- 
sidered as pretty nearly equal to an 
unqualified admission. ‘The words 
printed above in italic are thusmark- 
ed in Mr Judson’s letter. Mr. May, 
a missionary from the London Mis- 
sionary Society, who also arrived in 
| the Harmony, was under orders to 
| return ; but had made no applica- 
| tion to governnient. Dr Marshman 
| had obtained the liberty of residence 
above described, even before the ar- 
rival of the Harmony. Mr. Judson 
will probably stay at Serampore — 
His letters are dated Aug. 31, and 
yept. 1. 

The other brethren make not the 
slightest mention of Mr. Judson’s 
change of sentiments. The causes 
of this silence we can easily conjec- 
ture ; they will doubtless appear 
hereafter. 








Two American vessels were at 
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Calcutta about to sail soon, and as 
the brethren had written by theFran- 
cis, and probably by the Monticello, 
(which sailed 14 days before the 
Tartar,) they wrote less by the lat- 
ter ship, than they otherwise would 
have done. 

On the whole, the friends of mis- 
sions may, in the language of the 
brethren, ‘ thankGod and take cour- 
age” No disappointment has oc- 
curred, but such as is common to 
human affairs ia this uncertainworld. 
Christians will feel graieful to God 
for his protection afforded to the 
brethren and will contribute that pe- 
cuniary aid, which will hereafter be 
necessarv to furnish them with a 
comfortable support in their arduous 
employment 

Mr. Judson has written to the Rev. 
Dr. Baldwin and the Rev Mr.Bolles, 
requesting a support from the Bap- 
tist churches in this country. Dr, 
Marshman has written, seconding 
the request ; and, we understand, it 
will be promptly complied with. 


S+ Oo 


[The following Address on a sub- 
ject in which all true Christians 
agree, merits the serious attention 
of every reader.) Ep. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


The Philadelphia Baptist Associa- 
tion, convened in Philadelphia, 
October the 27th, 28th and 29th, 
1812, 


To the several Churches there- 
unto belonging, sendeth Christian 
salutation. 


BELOVED BRETHREN, 

In conformity with our usual 
Custom we address you in our asso- 
Ciated capacity. Our “ solemn as- 
sembly” has been interesting, and 
we humbly trust not without the 
presence of the God of Israel— 
Though we have not the satisfaction 
to announce, as in some years past, 
the great accession of numbers to 

e Redeemer’s standard in our 
bounds ; yet we are gratified in pro- 
Claiming the uniform zeal for the 
doctrines of Grace exhibited in our 


the foe to God and man, ow, as in 
ages past, is casting torth a ** flood” 
to inundate the church—we rejoice 
that the followers of Jesus are active 
and alert, in counteracting his devi- 
ces, and in crying to their God to en- 
able them to guard, and defend the 
towers of Zion. While the Chris- 
tian sojourns on earth he must ex- 
pect his faith, his hopes, and his 
motives to be assailed by adversa- 
ries who rejoice in his discomfiture, 
and who turn pale and sicken at his 
uprightness. Believers in Jesus in 
every age have had their opponents, 
because the spirit of this world is 
contrary to the spirit of Christ— 
Some time the arms of the civil 
power, but oftener the delusive and 
sophistical reasoning of man hath 
been employed to confound and dis- 
may the man of God. Errors long 
antiquated, anda thousand times 
contuted, are decked with the robes 
of truth, and palmed on Christians 
as something new, unequalled and 
irrefutable. ‘Though at the present 
time in the political and natural 
world events mew and astonishing 
are unfolding to our view, the world 
of error presents nearly the same as- 
pect it did in ages past ; like the 
cameleon it sometimes changes its 
hue, yet the minute observer discov- 
ers, and identifies it from year to 
year, Tis true, that the advocates 
of pernicious sentiments sometimes 
attempt to argue, and at others to 
laugh the believer out of his integri- 
ty ; but all in vain, while he cleaves 
to Jesus as his stronghold. ‘There 
is no sentiment against which we 
conceive it our duty more promptly 
to warn you at this time, than that 
which tends to rob our Lord Jesus 
of supreme divinity, and place him 
only a small degree superior to Abra- 
ham, Moses, or Elijah. Yes, breth- 
ren, that loathsome, dangerous and 
accursed doctrine which was embra- 
ced by some in the first century, and 
fostered in the visionary, sickly mind 
of Artemon in the second, and which 
blights, withers, and ruins every one 
it touches, like the deadly Upas in 
Asia, now demands a residence a- 
mong us,7ow vaunts itself and shakes 
its pestilential plumes in the face of 
eternal Truth itself. Tis but a few 





churches. While the “ Dragon,” 


years since, that deism, like the suf- 
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focating winds of Africa, carried ap- 
parent ruin among, inen almost from 
pole to pole. God, nowever, raised 
up his standard ; the devil stood a- 
bashed ; truth was victorious; and 
deism, gasping for life, sues for ad- 
mittance in other realms. Lucifer, 
foiled in his schemes, seems now de- 
termined on different policy, and in- 
stead of open war against divine rev- 
elation, is resorting to treachery by 
seducing apparent friends, and indu- 
cing them to dispute the deity of our 
Lord Jesus, a point settled in the Bi- 
ble firm as the throne of God.— 
With joy would we apologise for the 
opponents of this cardinal doctrine, 
# apology could be found; if they 
were interdicted the use of the Bi- 
ble, or were profoundly ignorant, 
then could we cast the mantle of 
charity over their ruinous sentiment. 
But when metaphysical arguments 
are called in—when ridicule is em- 
ploved, and when the plainest pas- 
sages of Scripture are perverted, 
rejected, transpo-ed, new transla- 
ted, or explained away, what shall 
we say ? Can we bid such doctrines 
and such practices * God speed ?” 
Nay, “ charity,” which casts a veil 
over so many sins, leaves this un- 
covered, and compels us to turn 
from it with abhorrence 

hat the Holy Scriptures most 
decidedly announce and clearly in- 
sist on the divinity of Jesus is so 
manifest, that were it not for the 
zeal displayed at this time to-ob- 
scure and destroy this essential 
truth, your attention would not be 
called to the subject. If the Bible1s 
worthy of credit on one point, it is 
equally so on all; and if God has 
been pleased to inform us that in 
the God-head there are three per- 
sons, Co-equal, and co-eternal, what 
boundless arrogance doth it mani- 
fest in finite, ignorant man, to dispute 
the assertion of God himself, mere- 
ly because he is not told how three 
persons are one in essence. Here 
we may ask, what would the most 
Captious mortal demand to prove 
that Jesus Christ is truly God? If 
the same name which is given to 
the Great Supreme wiil prove it, 
instances of this we can furnish. If 
the same works, the same attri- 
utes, and the same worship which 








belong to Jehovah, will prove the 
deity of Jesus, this we can mani- 
fest. If express declarations are 
demanded ; express, unequivocal 
declarations can be produced from 
the Bible. ‘To make good these 
assertions we invite your attention 
to a contemplation of the names 
by which the God of the universe 
is distinguished, and leave you to 
judge whether those names are 
not given te Jesus Christ by the in- 
spired penmen. We may here re- 
mark that the term LORD in the 
Olid Testament, when printed in 
Capital letters in our translation is 
alwaysthe naine Jehovah in the ori- 
ginal. And the word Jehovah is 
a peculiar term, never given to any 
but the only living and true God. 
The word Jehovah is in itself ne- 
cessarily eternal, independent, im- 
mutable, self-existence. It is the 
incommunicable name of the Most 
High ; this incommunicable name 
is given to Jesus Christ in the ensu- 
ing passages. Exodus xvii. 7. Zhe 

tempted the Lord, (Jehovah in He- 
brew) saying, is the Lord among 
us ? This passage is applied by the 
apostle Paul tofChrist, in 1 Cor. x. 9, 
Neither let us tempt Christ, as some 
of them also tempied, and were de- 
stroyed of serfients. We also find it 
thus recorded in Isaiah xlv. 24. Jn 
the Lord (Jehovah) have I right- 
eousness and strength. This pas- 
sage is applied to Christ by Paul, 
Rom. v. 8. 2. Cor. v. 21. The same 
fact appears in Zechariah xii. 10. 
They shall look ufion me (Jehovah) 
whom they have fiierced ; which is 
applied to Christ in the New Tes- 
tament, and was fulfilled when one 
of the soldiers pierced his side. John 
xix. 34—37. Rev.i.7. From these 
and many other texts it is beyond 
all doubt, that Christ is called Jeho- 
vah; he must therefore be truly 
and properly God, since this name 
is incommunicable to any other. 
Nor can any one who bclieves in 
divine revelation deny that Christ 
is absolutely called God in different 
parts of holy writ. ‘Thus itis writ- 
ten, Psalm xiv. 6. Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever ; which 
passage is applied to Christ. Heb. i. 
8. But unto the Son he saith, thy 
throne, Q God, is for ever and ever. 
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Isaiah ix. 6. Zo usa child is born, , performed by any power less than 
tous a Sonis given; his name shall} omnipotent. Jesus raised himself 
be culled Wonderful, Counsellor, | trom the dead, and thereby manifest- 
the mghty God. In the first epis- | ed his deity—and he itis, if the scrip- 
tle of John i. 20. we thus read, | tures are to be credited, who will 
this ws the true God and eternal | raise the dead at the ast day. John 
ife. Inthe gospel of John we also | v. 28. The houris coming in which 
learn, that the lord (or Son) was | all that are in their graves shall 
Gol. Vhe apostle Thomas calls | hear his voice and come forth. To 
him My Lordund my God Jie | iudge the world also, certainly, is a 
proclaims him to be ‘he only wise | work which cannot be performed 
God; and Paul affirms that he is | by delegationm’tis the work of God. 
God blessed for ever. What more | Kut what say the Scriptures? Zhe 
can be demanded ? Ifthere is any | Father judgeth no man, but hath 
meaning, any trath, or any consis- | committed all judgment to the Son. 
tency inthe Scriptures, Jesus Christ | John v. 22. We must all stand be- 
is (aod omnipotent. \fre the judgment seat of Christ. 
2. But we have also asserted that | 2 Cor. v. 10. and he shall judge the 
the same works which are ascribed | guick and dead at his afifiearing. 
toiie almighty God, are also as- | Thus, brethren, vou see the peculiar 
scribed to Jesus Christ. Can any | works of deity, unreservedly, and 
except power omnipotent create ? | unequivocally ascribed to Christ 5 
John informs us, Ist ch. Sd ver. i | not in figures, but in plain language, 
things were made by him; and weth- | not in dubious phrases, but so clear 
out him was not any thing made | that he who runs may read. 
that was mad? ;-—aiso in verse 10th, 3. Those attributes of deity also, 
the world was imude by him, and | which distinguish God's omnipotence 
in Coloss. i. 17. By him all things \ are given repeatedly to Christin the 
consist.—ere it is declaied th:t | divine recorc's, attributes which are 
he made, and that he uphoids the | incommunicable—-attributes which 
pillars of creation, and that’ the | banish the idea of his being ** God 
government of the universe is upon | by office,” as some ingenious mea 
his “ shoulder ;” by a word also he | declare. Eternity belongs to God a- 
resuscitated the dead, gave sight | lone. But Christ declares, Jam Al- 
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, | pha and Omega the beginning and 
speech to the dumb, assuaged the | the ending—which is, and which 
howling winds and boisterous waves, | was, and which is to come. Rev. i. 
and in short, performed such as- | 8. and the prophet Micah informs us 
tonishing acts that men were filled | that Ais goings forth have been 
with amazement, and devils being | from of old, from everlasting, Mi- 
routed, in their flight, half despair- | cah v. 2. We also learn that his 
ing cried,“‘art thou come to torment | people were chosen in him before 
us before the time.” Among those | the foundations of the world. He who 
acts performed by Jesus we may | existed from eternity, isGod ; Christ 
also name the forgiveness of sin. | existedfrometernity,thereforeChrist 
This certainly transcends the pow- | is God. 
ers delegated to the best of men ;| If immutability peculiarly belongs 
even Moses never attempted it, | to God, Jesus Christ is God, for of 
and Gabriel himself would shrmk | him it is said, Heb. xiii. 8 Jesus 
with confusion from the presump- | Christ is the same yesterday,to day, 
tuous undertaking. But did Jesus | and for ever. But thou art the 
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attempt it? Not only did he attempt 
it but performed it. This inter- 
esting, and highly important me- 
moir 1s recorded, Mark ii. 5. Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee. Verse 
10th, The Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins. e may. 
further ask, whether the ultimate 
resurrection of all the dead can be 


same, and thy years fail not. Psal. 
cii. 26. compared with Hebrews i. 8. 
To be every where present no crea- 
ture can pretend ; omnipresence is 
peculiar to Deity ; he who is omni- 
present is the mighty God ; it is 
pointedly ascribed to Christ. Jesus 
promised to be present with his dis- 
ciples where two or three were gath- 
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ered together in his name. Matt. 
xxvili. 20. and also that he would be 
with his ministers to the end of the 
world. Lo, Zam with you always 
to the end of the world. This by no 
Means can design his corporeal pre- 
sence, as man he could not be every 
where ; but as God, “ Lo, I am wit 

ou” animates the Christian, fires 

is zeal, and induces him to redou- 
ble his diligence. 

Again, permit us to remark that 
he who knows all things is God ; 
Jesus Christ searches the heart, 
tries the reins, knows every thought, 
and deed of man ; and therefore is 
God. Hear his own testimony on 
this subject. J am he which search- 
eth the reins and the hearts, and I 
will give to every one of you ac- 
cording to your works. Rev. iii. 23. 
Hear also the opinion of Peter. 
Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou 
knowest that Ilove thee. Maithew 
attests the same point, and assures 


us that Jesus knew the thoughts of 


men. And John gives direct proof 
on the subject. Jesus knew allmen, 
and needed not that any should tes- 
tify of men for he knew what was 
in man. If therefore the Scriptures 


are written under the guidance of | 
the Divine Spirit, and emanate from | 
the fountain of eternal truth, those , 
Scriptures in instances unnumbered | 
bear witness to the Deity of the | 


Lord Jesus. 
4, Tis agreed that he who is the 
object of religious worship is God. 


Angels refuse the least appearance | 


of homage from man, and man must 
be intoxicated with pride, ambition 
or madness if he demands or ac- 
cepts it. ButJesus received the re- 


ed to worship him. Heb. i. 6. T'wen- 
ty times in the Scriptures “* grace, 


mercy, and peace” are implored of | 
Christ together with the Father, and | 


the Spirit. Baptism is deubtless an 
act of worship, and yet it is com- 
manded that we perform it in his 
name. Siephen worshipped him in 
his last moments—crving, Lord Je- 
sus, receive my sfurit. The wise 
men of whom we hear, Matt. ii. 11. 


“oan pone not only the part of wise, | 


ut of good men—they worshipped 
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Jesus ; their example was follow- 
ed by the rulers of the synagogue, 
Mark v. 22.by a woman of Canaan, 
Matt. xv. 25,by the disciples in gene- 
ral, Matt. xxviii. 9. by Paul, for this 
T besought the Lord thrice that it 
might defart from me ; and the 
whoie host of heaven worshtf: him 
that sitteth on the throne, and the 
Lamb for ever and ever. Pursuant 
to these commands and examples, 
Christians in the first centuries 
acted ; they regarded the Deity 
of Jesus as the foundation of their 





| ty of Jesus, 


hopes, and for worshipping him 
| thousands of them perished at the 
| stake. “ee who was appointed 
1 governor of Bythinia by the em- 
peror Trajan, in the year one hun- 
dred and three, examined and pun- 
ished several Christians for refusing 
to worship idols. In a letter to the 
emperor, he says, they acknowl- 
edge the whole of their guilt, and 
that their guilt consisted in meeting 
together on a certain day before it 
was light,and acdidvesszng themselves 
to Christ as to some God. With 
these irresistible facts before you, 
| brethren, can you doubt that Jesus 
is God over all? Can you refuse to 
commit your souls into his hands 
in a departing hour ? Can you lis- 
ten with patience to the sentiment 
which veils your hopes with mourn- 
ing, and robs the precious Saviour 





| of his glory ? 


5. If express scripture declara- 
tions are demanded to prove the 
ange in hand, we have cited them ; 
yut will also now lay before you in 
order the words of Jesus himself, 
and of the most prominent writers 


_ and speakers in the New Testament. 
ligious homage of his followers—nay | 
all the angels which surround the e- | 
ternal throne of glory are command- | 


Jesus thus speaks of himself, J and 
my Iather are one. If ye had known 
me, ye would have known the Fa- 
ther also ; and from henceforth ye 
have known him and seen him. Be- 
fore Abraham was Lam. All things 
that the Father hath are mine. The 
Father judgcth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment to the Son. 
Matthew authenticates the position. 
Behold a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring fortha son, and they 
shall call his name Emanuel—God 
qwith us. John, whose epistle was 
written expressly to declare the dei- 
enters without preface 
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. the proper deity of Jesus, we con- 
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on the subject, and informs us that 
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning withGod. All things 
were mude by him, and without him 
was not any thing mude that was 
made. And the Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us. Peter casts in 
his mite and gives good evidence to 
support the point. Lord, thou know- 
est all things. Jesus Christ he is 
Lord of all. John, the divine, also 
presents honorable testimony. ere 
are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word.and the Holy 
Spirit; and these three are one.* He 
is Lord of lords, and King of kings. 
Nor did Paul omit the important 
truth. He says, Christ came who is 
over all God blessed for ever—and 
that he is the express image of the 
invisible God. 

If the foregoing passages do not 
convince every unbiassed mind of 


ceive, if one arose from the dead 
with the message he could not effect 
it. But, brethren, this truth we know 
is precious to you. When in your 
Bibles you find the promise of eter- 
nal life toevery believer, remember- 
ing it is God the Saviour who prom- 
ises, and that he can frerform, can 
you refrain from joining with the 
pious Young, in saying, 


“ Here is firm footing; here is solid 
rock; 

This can sufiport us ; allis sea be- 
sides, 

Sinks under us, bestorms, and then 
devours.” 


To honor the Son as the Father, is 
the duty of every one who is born of 
the Spirit ; but to develope the mys- 
terious,hypostatical union transcends 
created powers, and to attempt it, 
betrays weakness and arrogance ; 
when revelation refuses to afford us 
light, it is not our duty to look. Oa 
Christians it is incumbent to love 
and adore the blessed Jesus; nor 
dispute the sacred records which 
pronounce him * God blessed for 


a 


* If any doubt the authenticity of 





the above passage, we refer them to 
Gill, on this text. 


ever.” While you thus regard him 
you have full assurance that the 
gates of hell shall never prevail a- 
gainst you. Winds may how], storms 
may lour, heaven, earth, and hell in 
wild commotion reverberate the con- 
vulsive groans of expiring nature; as 
followers of the Lamb, your names 
stand on record in the holy archives 
of the King of kings and Lord of 
iords, to whom you are permitted to 
say, 


“ Yes, thou art firecious to my soul, 
My transport and my trust.” 


Brethren, it is our earnest prayer 
that you may be confirmed in ¢his 
truth ; that you may grow in grace, 
and that you may in that hour “when 
consternation turns the good man 
pale,” be found numbered among 
the jewels of Zion’s King. 


By order of the Association, 


Jos—EpH MATHIAS, 
Moderator. 


Siras Hovcu, Clerk. 
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INSTALLATION. 


INSTALLED, at Sandwich, on the 
17th Feb. theRev. JoNATHANBuRR, 
Pastor of the first Congregational 
Church of Christ in that place, over 
the Calvinistic Congregational Soci- 
ety lately formed and associated with 


and right hand of fellowship by the 
Rev. Henry Lincoln, of Falmouth.— 
Charge and concluding prayer, by 
the Kev. Noble Everett, of Ware- 
ham.—Sermen by Rev. Oliver Cobb, 
of Rochester, from Nehemiah vi, 3. 
“ And I sent messengers unto them, 
saying, | am dcing a great work, so 
that cannot come down; why 
should the work cease, whilst I leave 
it, and come duwn to you.” 


-—_ +o 


ORDINATION. 
ORDAINED, at Utica, N.Y. onthe 
4th Feb. the Rev. Henry Dwicerr, 
late of Springfield, Mass. 
—<v+e oOo 
OBITUARY. 
D1Ep, at boston (Mass.) the Rev. 


Joun Ex.iortt, D. D.S. H.S. aged 


ao aha tytn 
. 


that church.—-Introcuctory prayer 
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58. pastor of a church in that town. 
Harv. 1772. 

At Huron, (Ohio) Col. Joun S. 
Epwarops, aged 388—Member of 
Congress elect for that State 

At Wallingford, OLIVER STAN- 
LEy, Esq. aged 70. Yale, 1768. 

At his seat in Clermont, (N. Y.) 
Hon. Ropert R. Lrvincston, 
late Chancellor ot the state of New- 
York, 


Donations....To Correspondents. 


{ Maney, 


JozL. Bartow, L. L. D. Minister 
Pien. from the U. States to the 
Court of St. Ciuoud. Yale, 1778, 

In Otsego county, (N. Y.) Hon, 
Witi1aM Dowsk, Esq. Member 
of Congress elect from the state of 
New-York. 

At New-Haven Dr. Joun Bap. 
KER. Yale, 1777. 

In Virginia, Hon. Joun Tyceg, 
Esq. Judge of the District Court for 





On his way from Wilna to Paris, | that District. 
2 4+o— 


1815. Donations to the Misszonary Society of Connecticut. 
Feb. 16. Mrs. Mamri Bishop, of Preble, New-York, a Denation, § 3 
17, From Rev. John Field, collected in new settlements, 13 
26. From Rev. George Colton, a Donation, - - 2 
~204+o— 


Monies receivedin Hartford far foreign Missions, and for translating 
and prrinting the Holy Scriptures, which were not included in any 
sums which have been mentioned in our former Numbers—by Mr Pe- 
TER W. GALLAUDET, which will be forwarded to the Board for 
Foreign Missions. 

From the Rev. D. L. Perry, of Sharon, - - - $ 15 

From a Friend to Missions, appropriated by the Donor, towards 
the loss by fire of the Mission-iouse, &c. at Serampore, - 100 

—_—— Ae 
% 115 00 


¥ 5 


50 51 


By Mr.HEexry Hupson. 


From Rev. ‘Thomas Robbins, East-Wiundsor, for translations, 
Durham Female Cent Society, Green county, N.Y. for do. 
A Friend to the Eastern Mission, - - - - § 
Farmington Female Benevolent Society, by Hon, John Treadwell, 10 
A Friend to Foreign Missions, Kast-Windsor, by do. - 5 
Capt. Joseph Dutton, Farmington, by do, - - - 1 


$ 76 51 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A communication has been received with the signature Discrp.indz, 
containing many ingenious remarks on the subject of Church Discipline, 
The Editor is entirely ignorant of the writer, and from whence it came; 
still, from the aspect of the communication, he believes it has an implied 


reference to some existing controversy. Should this be the case, an an- 
swer may be expected, and all altercation is forbid in this Magazine. For 
this reason the piece is laid aside for further information 

FIDELIS is received. A zeal for the truth is commendable; but it ought 
never to degenerate into unkind reflections on Christians of a denomination 
different from our own. 

HonEsTAs, on the unlawfulness of Lotteries, contains nothing new on 
the subject. ‘To fill the pages of the Magazine with arguments which have 
been long before the public, wouid be improper. 

An account of a Revival of Religion in Monson, (Mass ) is come to hand. 
it was unfortunately mislaid, until too late an hour to insert it in this Num- 
ber. It will have a place in our next. 


— 


ERRATUM. 
Page 80, of our last Number, 6th line from bottom, for Newington, read 
Rocky-hill, 





